
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHP 17 VIR 31 TCT 31 MOH 10 MAR 24 ICC 37 CHI 35 SCB 28 SBE 28 LAK 0 

YOR 27 PIC 38 GWG 14 SC 27 CAR 34 DTL 35 SEB 27 COW 34 MVM 24 AUR 31 

NNEEWWSS

November 30, 2014 

Cam Newton 

QB 

Chino  

Convicts 

Mike Mitchell 

S 

South Carolina 

Regulators 

26 of 38, 305 yards, 4 TDs. Plus 39 

yards & 1 TD rushing to beat Fish. 

5 Tackles, 2 INTs, 34 ret yds. Two 

picks, one in red zone, held off Fire. 

Who was slick 

in Week Seven? 

“Brylcreem” THE 
EFL’S FIRST SPONSOR 

 

LATEST EFL NEWS INSIDE 
 

 CUBS “WILL” OVERCOMES THE ODDS 

 SANTA CLARA GETS SLUGGED IN COWTOWN 

 JOHNNY FOOTBALL TRIUMPHS AGAIN! 

 BRADY ESCAPES A PATRIOT CHARGE 

 A SCARBOROUGH STAR IS BORN 

 PEYTON IN FINE FORM AS SPARTANS WIN 

 LACY RUNS NORTH STARS OUT OF TOWN 

 AND MUCH MORE..... 

 

Also in this issue 

 SPATS FEATURE, ‘THE FISH TANK,’ 

‘DINOSAUR DEFENCE,’ ‘AROUND THE EFL.’ 

 JIMMY THE GEEK 

 THIS WEEK IN EFL HISTORY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Russell Wilson (left) of Iowa City scrambles in 4th quarter 

action at Durham. Wilson used his legs and his arm to lead 

his team on two touchdown drives in the final 3 minutes to 

beat the Thunder Lizards 37-35. In other EFL action, the 

Corn Kings upset the Banana Sluggs and two running 

backs riushed for over 200 yards apiece. 
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1 2 3 4 OT Total 

Iowa City 3 10 7 17 - 37 

Durham 7 14 7 7 - 35 

       

Passing Cmp Att Yds TD 

Brees 26 32 259 2 

Rushing Car Yds Avg TD 

Bush 8 36 4.5 1 

Receiving Rec Yds Avg TD 

Hilton 4 49 12.3 1 

Passing Cmp Att Yds TD 

Wilson 29 47 371 2 

Rushing Car Yds Avg TD 

Spiller 14 44 3.1 1 

Receiving Rec Yds Avg TD 

McCluster 6 148 24.7 0 

3377  3355  Russell Wilson 

TEAM LEADERS TEAM LEADERS 

WWiitthh  00::2211  lleefftt  iinn  tthhee  ggaammee  aanndd  ttrraaiilliinngg  3355--3300,,  tthhee  CCuubbss  ffaacceedd  22
nndd

  &&  

1100  aatt  tthhee  DDuurrhhaamm  2299..  RRuusssseellll  WWiillssoonn  ddrrooppppeedd  bbaacckk,,  ssccrraammbblleedd,,  aanndd  

ffoouunndd  DDaarrrreenn  SSpprroolleess  iinn  tthhee  eenndd  zzoonnee  ffoorr  tthhee  ggaammee--wwiinnnneerr..  

SUMMARY:  A lost fumble by CJ Spiller on the Cubs’ first play from scrimmage, an interception and 31-yard return by Kam Chancellor, and a 

botched 4th down gamble by the Cubs at their 21-yard line set up short fields for Durham and led to all three of their touchdowns in the 1 st half. The 

Cubs got one major back after Drayton Florence intercepted Drew Brees at their 32 yard line and Russell Wilson marched them back 68 yards, 

assisted by 3 scrambles for 34 yards and Spiller’s 14-yard TD run, but Iowa still trailed by 8 at half time. The Cubs pulled within 1 point after another 

pick of Brees, this one by Corey Graham, led to a 17-yard TD run by Darren Sproles. The Lizards got it back after a Richard Sherman interception 

put the ball at the Cubs’ 27, setting up an eventual plunge across the goal line by Fred Jackson to re-establish the 8-point lead. After Greg Zuerlein 

narrowed the Durham lead to 5 points with a 23-yard FG to start the 4 th, the Lizards chewed up 7:22 off the clock and appeared to put the game out of 

reach with Jackson’s second TD run. But Wilson converted 3 4 th downs in an 89-yard drive for a TD with just 46 seconds left. Trailing by 5, the Cubs 

recovered the onside kick and, three plays later, a scrambling Wilson found Sproles alone in the end zone for a 29-yard game-winning TD pass.      

 11-27-2014 Jurassic Park    Temp: 86 Wind: C alm   Heavy Rain    Line: DTL by 5   MVP: Russell Wilson        

 

Scoring Summary                                                                                      

1 12:35  Durham          TD Brees 15 pass to Johnson (Dawson) (1-15-0:06)            0-7              

1  9:16  Iowa City        FG Zuerlein 33 (8-65-3:14)                                   3-7              

2 11:57  Iowa City        TD Spiller 14 run (Zuerlein) (10-68-5:59)                   10-7              

2 10:02  Durham          TD Brees 16 pass to Hilton (Dawson) (1-16-0:08)             10-14             

2  6:13  Iowa City        FG Zuerlein 49 (7-49-3:43)                                   13-14             

2  1:18  Durham          TD Bush 13 run (Dawson) (2-21-0:38)                         13-21             

3  9:03  Iowa City        TD Sproles 17 run (Zuerlein) (6-54-1:51)                    20-21             

3  5:10  Durham          TD Jackson 1 run (Dawson) (5-27-1:34)                       20-28             

4 14:49  Iowa City        FG Zuerlein 23 (11-75-5:18)                                 23-28             

4  7:27  Durham          TD Jackson 5 run (Dawson) (14-80-7:22)                      23-35             

4  0:46  Iowa City        TD Wilson 8 pass to Wallace (Zuerlein) (19-89-3:02)        30-35             

4  0:12  Iowa City        TD Wilson 29 pass to Sproles (Zuerlein) (5-51-0:27)        37-35 

                     ICC          DTL                                                                    

First Downs          25           18                                                                    

Rushes           32-128        18-52                                                                    

Passes         47-29-371   39-26-259                                                                    

Sacked             3-22         2-20                                                                    

Fumble                1            1                                                                    

Penalties          3-15         5-36                                                                    

Turnovers             3            2                                                                    

Missed Tackles        2           11                                                                    

Blitzes              15           28                                                                    

Time              31:30        28:30                                                                    

Third Down        11-19         8-13                                                                    

Fourth Down         3-4          0-0                                                                    

Red Att/Td/Fg     5/3/2        5/5/0                                                                    

Net Offense         477          291                    

  

QUOTES: “Today we witnessed the coming of age of Russell Wilson. Any controversy about the right quarterback should die a natural death now. 

Coach Redding could speed up that death by allowing Colin Kaepernick to be traded.” – Sports writer, Sparky McGillicuddy, writing in The Iowan.   

“In that situation you have to be prepared for anything.  Those young Cubs are very, very tricky and impetuous!” – Durham defensive Coordinator, 

Marv Levy, answering the question about why he moved out of the Quarter and into the Nickel for the Cub’s final two plays.  

Celine Dion @celinedion 

Ma pauvre équippe! Ils jouent comme 

la merde parce qu’ils s’habillent 

comme la merdre! 

AANNGGRRYY  FFAANN  HHAAPPPPYY  FFAANN  

Archibald Thacker @ArchieDMR 

Credit @RussWilson for seeing a 

gnat-sized Sproles by himself in the 

end zone from 35 yards, but shame 

on the Durham D. 

1-5-0 3-3-0 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PATRIOTS 

2-5-0 

EXCALIBURS 

3-4-0 
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0

  

17

  

17 

27 

OT 

Terrance Williams 
7 Catches, 90 yards, 1 TD 

Tom Brady 
20 of 33, 255 yards, 2 TDs, 1 INT 

The Pats won the 1st quarter 7-3 when Keshawn Martin returned an errant 56-yard FG attempt by Blair Walsh 107 

yards for a TD. In the 2nd quarter both teams ran the ball to set up TD passes, Tom Brady hitting Zach Ertz from 2 yards 

and Blake Bortles connecting with Terrance Williams from 17 to give the Pats a 14-10 half time lead. A scoreless 3rd 

quarter gave way to an exchange of FGs in the 4th then the game-winning drive by York, an 80-yarder ending with 

Vincent Brown scoring on a 16-yard TD catch. Bortles was picked off leading to an extra York TD in the dying seconds. 

CONVICTS 

5-2-0 

SWORDFISH 

1-6-0 
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35 

Of  
27 

OT 

Cam Newton 
26 of 38, 305 yards, 4 TDs 

Andy Dalton 
29 of 56, 339 yards, 2TDs, 1 INT 

Nate Washington turned a short hitch into a 74-yard TD and Zac Stacy capped a 72-yard drive with a 4-yard TD plunge 

while Adam Vinatieri hit on FGs of 32 and 49 yards to counter a pair of Cam Newton TD passes and give the Swordfish 

a surprising 20-14 half time lead.  But a blocked punt by Julius Peppers gave the Convicts a boost in the 3rd, leading to a 

31-yard TD pass to Brian Hartline. Chino followed with a 91-yard drive, finishing with a 31-yard TD toss to James Jones 

to make it 28-20. A prolonged punting duel ended with the Convicts icing it on a 7-yard Newton bootleg for a TD. 

VIOLATORS 

1-6-0 

SPARTANS 

4-3-0 
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31 

38 

OT 

Matt Stafford 
26 of 41, 310 yards, 3 TDs  

Peyton Manning 
21 of 23, 261 yards, 4 TDs 

The Spartans scored on all four of their 1st half possessions with Chris Johnson carrying the ball 17 times for 55 yards to 

set up 4 TD passes by Peyton Manning, including 2 to Pierre Garcon and a 26-yard strike to Demaryius Thomas. The 

Violators were not as efficient but found the end zone with a plunge over-the-top by Jamaal Charles before half time to 

make it 28-10 for Pickering. The Spartans continued to dominate offensively, scoring on their first possession of the 2nd 

half on a 2-yard Johnson TD run. Virden pressed the attack with 3 late Matt Stafford TD passes but ran out of time. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

SLUGGS 

6-1-0 

CORN KINGS 

4-3-0 
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28 

34 

OT 

RGIII 
15 of 27, 216 yards, 1 TD 

Alfred Morris 
29 Carries, 239 yards, 1 TD  

Alfred Morris began a career day by rushing 6 times for 49 yards on Cowtown’s opening 98-yard scoring drive. Matt 

Elam picked off Joe Flacco to set up the first of 3 TD runs by Knowshon Moreno to tie it at 7, but a 41-yard run by 

Morris set up a 3-yard TD run by Kendall Hunter to regain the lead. The Sluggs tied it on their next series, but the Corn 

Kings strung together 17 points with a FG before half time and 2 TDs in quick succession to start the 3 rd, giving them a 

commanding 31-14 lead. Comeback efforts by RGIII failed after his team failed to recover an onside kick with 1:45 left. 

TRIUMPH 

6-1-0 

GLADIATORS 

2-5-0 
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31 

Of  
14 

OT 

Johnny Manziel 
16 of 27, 248 yards, 4 TDs, 1 INT 

Ben Roethlisberger 
28 of 45, 284 yards, 2 TDs, 2 INTs 

Leading WR Antonio Brown turned a short cross into a 41-yard catch then snatched a 9-yard TD pass to give the 

Triumph a 7-0 lead in the 1st. Darius Butler intercepted Ben Roethlisberger in the 2nd to set up another 9-yard TD grab 

by Brown to make it 14-0. The Glads drove to the Triumph 3, but came up empty when Big Ben fumbled the snap and 

lost the ball. The Glads finally scored on a 3-yard TD pass to Dallas Clark to start the 2nd half, but Johnny Manziel threw 

a 35-yard TD pass to Kendall Wright and Bobby Wagner picked off Ben to set up a FG and give TC breathing room. 

HELLFIRE 

1-6-0 

REGULATORS 

5-2-0 
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10 

27 

OT 

Andrew Luck 
28 of 49, 274 yards, 1 TD, 2 INTs 

Tony Romo 
22 of 36, 170 yards, 1 TD 

A missed FG attempt by Matt Prater, an interception by Regs’ safety Mike Mitchell, and a failed 4th &6 convert attempt 

by Andrew Luck kept the Hellfire off the scoreboard in their first three trips into Regs’ territory. The slow-starting Regs’ 

offence turned it on mid-way through the 2nd quarter with a 3-yard TD run by Frank Gore and a 4-yard TD pass from 

Tony Romo to Marcel Reece. Mitchell’s second interception stopped Mohave on their first drive of the 2nd half and set 

up a 2-yard TD run by rookie Ka’Deem Carey. Harry Douglas caught a 23-yard TD pass in the 3rd to break the shutout. 



 

BLUE EAGLES 

3-4-0 

MONARCHS 

2-5-0 
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24 

OT 

DeSean Jackson 
8 Catches, 179 yards, 2 TDs 

Cody Latimer 
10 Catches, 155 yards, 2 TDs 

Aaron Rodgers hooked up with DeSean Jackson 5 times for 107 yards and 2 TDs on the Eagles’ first two scoring drives 

to give them a 14-0 lead early in the 2nd quarter. The Monarchs drove 63 yards for a FG then suddenly exploded before 

half time with Ryan Tannehill connecting on bombs of 43 and 51 yards to rookie WR, Cody Latimer to grab a 17-14 

lead. The Monarchs made it 24-14 on a 1-yard run by Vick Ballard to open the 3rd. Rodgers then went down to injury, 

but his back-up Terrelle Pryor rallied, scoring TDs on an 11-yard bootleg and an 8-yard sweep to salvage a big road win. 

KNIGHTS 

0-7-0 

MUSTANGS 

7-0-0 
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Of  
31 

OT 

Sam Bradford 
12 of 21, 93 yards 

Julian Edelman 
12 Catches, 122 yards, 1 TD 

A 47-yard bomb from Matt Ryan to Anquan Boldin and a 25-yard run by Matt Forte set up a 2-yard TD run by Forte to 

open the scoring for the Mustangs. Forte turned the corner for another 2-yard TD run on their next series after a 26-

yard pass to Heath Miller put them in position. The Knights could hardly move the ball against the top-rated defence in 

the league. LA kicker Rian Lindell missed a 51-yard attempt to break the shutout in the 2nd quarter and his team never 

got closer. Julian Edelman caught a TD pass in the 2nd and Ryan found Miller for a 14-yard TD for the final major scores. 

NORTH STARS 

3-4-0 

CANNIBALS 

7-0-0 
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34 

OT 

Andre Ellington 
18 Carries, 108 yards, 2 TDs 

Eddie Lacy 
29 Carries, 243 yards, 1 INT 

The Stars’ Bennie Logan sacked and stripped Philip Rivers on the opening series, setting up a 12-yard TD pass from Alex 

Smith to Marques Colston. But a 57-yard run by Eddie Lacy set up a 1-yard scoring sneak by Rivers to tie it and sparked 

a career rushing day. Rivers found Doug Baldwin for a 38-yard TD pass and Lacy bowled in from 6 yards; while a pick by 

Michael Griffin and a 39-yard punt return by Jacoby Jones set up 2 TDs by Andre Ellington to make the score 24-24 in 

the 4th. But Lacy rushed for 45 yards on the ensuing Carthage drive to set up a 4-yard TD pass to Baldwin for the win. 



 

  

East W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Carthage 7 0 0 1 240 34.3 166 23.7 10.6 4  0  0 4  0  0 6  0  0 

Twin Cities 6 1 0 0.857 190 27.1 134 19.1 8 2  1  0 3  1  0 5  1  0 

Charleswood 2 5 0 0.286 120 17.1 187 26.7 -9.6 2  1  0 2  2  0 2  4  0 

Mohave 1 6 0 0.143 149 21.3 208 29.7 -8.4 0  3  0 1  3  0 1  5  0 

Virden 1 6 0 0.143 197 28.1 209 29.9 -1.7 1  2  0 0  4  0 1  5  0 

West W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Santa Clara 6 1 0 0.857 233 33.3 158 22.6 10.7 3  0  0 4  0  0 6  0  0 

Chino 5 2 0 0.714 200 28.6 169 24.1 4.4 3  0  0 3  1  0 4  2  0 

Iowa City 4 3 0 0.571 205 29.3 201 28.7 0.6 2  1  0 2  2  0 3  3  0 

Mission Viejo 2 5 0 0.286 153 21.9 192 27.4 -5.6 2  2  0 1  3  0 2  4  0 

Los Angeles 0 7 0 0 108 15.4 209 29.9 -14.4 0  3  0 0  4  0 0  6  0 

North W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Cowtown 4 3 0 0.571 191 27.3 180 25.7 1.6 2  2  0 2  2  0 3  3  0 

Durham 4 3 0 0.571 187 26.7 168 24 2.7 3  1  0 3  1  0 4  2  0 

Pickering 4 3 0 0.571 181 25.9 143 20.4 5.4 3  1  0 2  2  0 3  3  0 

Markham 3 4 0 0.429 146 20.9 146 20.9 0 2  1  0 2  2  0 3  3  0 

York 3 4 0 0.429 129 18.4 162 23.1 -4.7 1  3  0 1  3  0 2  4  0 

South W L T Pct Pts Ave Opp Ave Diff Home Div Conf 

Aurora 7 0 0 1 252 36 88 12.6 23.4 4  0  0 4  0  0 6  0  0 

South Carolina 5 2 0 0.714 184 26.3 165 23.6 2.7 3  1  0 3  1  0 4  2  0 

Scarborough 3 4 0 0.429 151 21.6 174 24.9 -3.3 0  3  0 1  3  0 2  4  0 

Gwinnett 2 5 0 0.286 127 18.1 197 28.1 -10 1  3  0 1  3  0 2  4  0 

Sebastian 1 6 0 0.143 135 19.3 222 31.7 -12.4 0  4  0 1  3  0 1  5  0 

 

# Player Team Att Cmp C% Yards In I% Lg TD TD% Rate 

1 Cutler TCT 153 104 68 1200 4 2.6 42 15 9.8 113.2 

2 Foles DTL 100 63 63 811 0 0 57 7 7 111.7 

3 Ryan, M AUR 252 167 66.3 1981 3 1.2 76 20 7.9 111.6 

4 Rivers, P CAR 216 147 68.1 2101 6 2.8 75 14 6.5 109.4 

5 Newton, C CHI 218 153 70.2 1651 3 1.4 44 13 6 106.3 

6 Griffin II SCB 181 115 63.5 1564 1 0.6 65 8 4.4 103.5 

7 Wilson, R ICC 211 146 69.2 1738 5 2.4 63 12 5.7 103.1 

8 Stafford, M VV 246 155 63 2316 5 2 65 12 4.9 101.6 

9 Manning, P PIC 233 150 64.4 1764 7 3 59 18 7.7 100.5 

10 Brees DTL 150 109 72.7 1168 4 2.7 45 7 4.7 99.5 

11 Smith, A MAR 184 113 61.4 1161 1 0.5 48 10 5.4 95.4 

12 Romo SC 273 173 63.4 1800 6 2.2 71 15 5.5 91.5 

13 Bortles CHP 191 118 61.8 1499 5 2.6 72 9 4.7 91.1 

14 Flacco COW 260 159 61.2 1983 11 4.2 80 16 6.2 87.7 

15 Tannehill MVM 211 124 58.8 1385 6 2.8 51 12 5.7 85.5 

WEEK SEVEN 



  

        

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

# Player Team FGA FGM FG% 40 50 Lg Pts 

1 Folk AUR 17 14 82.4 9 5 55 72 

2 Zuerlein ICC 17 15 88.2 6 2 51 67 

3 Crosby VV 17 14 82.4 5 1 54 63 

4 Hauschka CAR 14 10 71.4 7 2 53 60 

5 Prater MOH 18 15 83.3 4 2 56 59 

6 Henery SCB 12 10 83.3 3 0 47 59 

7 Bailey, D CHI 16 11 68.8 6 0 49 56 

8 Novak COW 14 12 85.7 3 0 44 55 

9 Feely SBE 17 13 76.5 4 0 49 55 

10 Tucker, J SC 16 10 62.5 3 1 50 52 

11 Dawson DTL 9 9 100 2 1 57 49 

12 Vinatieri SS 14 12 85.7 4 1 54 49 

13 Gostkowski TCT 8 8 100 4 0 49 46 

14 Carpenter MVM 12 9 75 1 0 44 45 

15 Brown, J MAR 11 9 81.8 4 2 52 44 

16 Walsh YOR 13 8 61.5 4 2 54 39 

17 Suisham GWG 5 5 100 1 0 45 31 

18 Bironas CHP 7 5 71.4 3 0 49 30 

19 Lindell LAK 8 6 75 3 1 59 30 

20 Janikowski PIC 2 2 100 0 0 27 28 

 

# Player Team Att Yds Ave Lg TD 

1 Morris, A COW 137 750 5.5 41 4 

2 Lacy CAR 155 739 4.8 57 12 

3 Moreno SCB 151 736 4.9 24 13 

4 Johnson, C PIC 151 656 4.3 23 3 

5 Charles, J VV 118 641 5.4 51 6 

6 Lynch, M YOR 127 595 4.7 48 5 

7 McCoy, L GWG 161 593 3.7 35 5 

8 Gore SC 114 593 5.2 56 4 

9 Spiller ICC 96 583 6.1 55 3 

10 Peterson, A CHI 113 493 4.4 31 6 

11 Murray MVM 108 487 4.5 62 3 

12 Forte AUR 118 434 3.7 29 6 

13 Ball, M MOH 79 376 4.8 21 3 

14 Ellington MAR 66 365 5.5 43 2 

15 Ivory CHP 98 356 3.6 50 3 

16 Miller, L CHP 83 339 4.1 49 1 

17 Mathews, R LAK 97 335 3.5 19 3 

18 Rice, R SBE 79 324 4.1 54 1 

19 Bell, L LAK 88 314 3.6 30 1 

20 Newton, C CHI 36 307 8.5 55 3 

# Player Team No Yds Ave Lg TD 

1 Brown, A TCT 55 666 12.1 45 8 

2 Green, A SC 53 690 13 71 6 

3 Bryant, D VV 49 822 16.8 50 6 

4 Jackson, D SBE 45 673 15 49 6 

5 Edelman AUR 42 403 9.6 52 7 

6 Garcon PIC 40 444 11.1 22 7 

7 Graham, J MOH 40 560 14 65 3 

8 Woodhead CHI 40 395 9.9 35 3 

9 Wright, K TCT 39 356 9.1 35 4 

10 Evans, M COW 38 573 15.1 46 5 

11 Olsen CHI 38 366 9.6 36 3 

12 Boldin AUR 38 787 20.7 76 11 

13 Johnson, A SCB 37 461 12.5 40 1 

14 Forte AUR 37 272 7.4 41 1 

15 Williams, T CHP 35 522 14.9 72 4 

16 Wallace, M ICC 35 479 13.7 45 5 

17 Rice, R SBE 35 283 8.1 22 0 

18 Jackson, V TCT 35 662 18.9 42 6 

19 Gordon, J CAR 34 648 19.1 75 4 

20 Douglas, H MOH 34 321 9.4 24 1 
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UNKNOWN SUPERSTAR! 

BY LEONARDO LANDON (CONTRIBUTOR) ON NOVEMBER 30, 2014 

He is the most dangerous defender 

you haven’t heard of yet. It is not a 

surprise. He toils in the trenches for a 

0-7 team. He doesn’t have the 

important stats that grab attention for a 

lineman. Just two years ago he was 

considered a bust by the Cubs and 

unloaded with a bunch of prospects for 

a pair of 1st round picks and 3 of the 

Knights best veteran playmakers. Over 

half those prospects are no longer with 

the Knights or are playing marginal 

roles on a winless team, while the 

players dealt away are contributing to a  

 football revival in Iowa City. But it still might all be worth it if Robert Quinn finally realizes his full 

potential that experts agree is ready to explode on the EFL scene.  

With just 2 sacks and 5 QB hurries in 7 games his highlight reel is short. But dig deeper into the 

film and you will see a player well known to defensive coordinators around the league. Quinn 

regularly faces double and even triple-teams. He has induced 5 holding penalties while committing 

just one offside penalty. He is the #2-ranked defensive end according to Pro Football Focal Point, 

behind JJ Watt, and ahead of Ziggy Ansah of the Triumph, who is tied with Watt for the highest 

number of sacks for a defensive lineman.  

“I am extremely happy with Robert’s play,” says Knight Coach, Jeff Dohrn. “He has a great work 

ethic and a fantastic attitude. He goes hard on every play. He has done everything we’ve asked of 

him. The sacks will come. We need to get our offence out of bed and get the D rested more.” 

“There is no question we know who Robert Quinn is,” says Coach Rob Nazar of the Knights’ west 

coast rival, the Chino Convicts. “We gave Phil and Jahri extra help against him and he still stuffed 

AP in the backfield twice. He’s a player you can’t completely stop and he is difficult to injure.”  

That resiliency is what Quinn will need over the next 9 games. His character will be tested as his 

team struggles to avoid becoming the first EFL team to go winless over a full regular season. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEBASTIAN – True to my word I set off Friday on a long overdue road trip to Sebastian, Florida, home of the Swordfish. And 

here I sit, the day after watching the heavily favoured Convicts struggle to put down the tenacious home team by a 35-27 score, 

enjoying a ‘Rum Runner’ at the Sandbar at Captain Hiram’s Resort and thinking I could easily retire here some day. It’s a 

comfortable 73 degrees with a steady breeze and the ocean is a deep blue dotted by the white hulls and sails of the boating 

community. It sure beats New York City at this time of year.  

This visit was less about watching a great football game and more about observing football culture. I was interested in 

seeing how, or if, a loyal and viable fan base could take root in a small community notable for little more than being close to the 

location of sunken Spanish treasure ships and the best grapefruit on the planet. In the end, I am left with the feeling that there is 

hope for football in Sebastian, even if that hope hedges on a couple of improbable outcomes – one being a competitive team in 

the near future and the other being a new stadium. As for the football game, it wasn’t bad at all. 

  THE FISH TANK 

Sebastian’s home field, like Scarborough’s Bluffs Stadium, is built on the edge of the water. But unlike rickety old Bluffs, the 

Fish Tank is insulated from the elements by a curved, opaque glass dome with a round opening at the very top.  Through this 

hole the sun’s light shines around noon time on the center of the field, illuminating a silver Swordfish logo. I am told that on a 

sunny day the sight of the shimmering Swordfish as you enter the stands is quite impressive. But with the partly cloudy skies on 

this particular Sunday fully blocking the sun during the critical time, I was deprived of this sight and, therefore, of the singular 

pleasant attraction inside of this musty old bowl.  

 “You get used to this place, Spats,” my buddy, Jean Boisvert, part time Swordfish correspondent for the Swampland 

Proof, assured me as we took our seats along the fifty yard line. “It’s clammy now, but you appreciate it in the summer and early 

Fall when it is really hot outside.” 

 I thought that it was no wonder the Swordfish had attendance problems. In addition to having one of the worst teams in 

history, they play, almost literally, in a fishbowl. That ubiquitous background hiss you hear on televised broadcasts from 

Sebastian is acoustic feedback from the reverberating bowl. The only bonus for the team is that fan sound levels are at least  

triple natural strength. Therefore, 15,000 fans (the average actual attendance at mid-season) easily sound like 45,000 when they 

cheer and, conversely, when they boo. Fortunately, Swordfish fans are slow to boo and catcall; so accustomed to failure and 

bereft of expectations are they that booing is considered a waste of vital energy. 

 Swordfish fans appear to come to the stadium as much for the food as for the football. Concession prices are easily the 

 

  

 

  

 

This is the sign that greets newcomers to 

Sebastian, FL. Immediately I wanted to find and 

interview the “six old grouches.” I was 

disappointed to discover they don’t really exist. 

lowest I have ever encountered at the professional level and the quality is 

good enough to make foregoing lunch at home on a lazy Sunday afternoon an 

attractive proposition. I enjoyed my fish fingers and fries in “tartaraise” dip (a 

local tartar sauce/garlic mayo combo) while my adventurous Cajun friend 

scoffed down raw oysters smothered in ‘Capitano Picardo’s’ hot sauce. We 

both washed our food down with 20-ounce cups of ice cold Landshark Lager. 

 “Tailgating is not as popular here as it was at Dragons games,” 

replied Boisvert when I inquired about why so many fans were inside the 

stadium early. “Some local rum bootleggers set up in a cove north of the 

stadium. They attract the young and the disreputable. Most of those never 

make it to the game because they get too drunk. The team encourages fans to 

come early and eat at the stadium. They price the food cheap hoping you 

won’t care about the high alcohol prices after pregame ‘Happy Hour.’” 

 A little known fact that would have remained unknown to me had I 

not visited Sebastian is that the Swordfish have not won at the Fish Tank  

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Durham defensive coordinator Marv Levy 

surveys the wrong side of the field, prompting 

him to bark angrily at his young assistant, “has 

Celine Dion changed our damn uniforms again?”  

 That was a good question. But I knew the answer. In 39 regular season games the Swordfish had sported their blue 

jerseys just twice – the first time was at home against Garland in 2012 to introduce them to fans and the second time was at York 

in 2013 when the Excaliburs decided they needed a psychological edge to break a two-game losing streak and chose to wear their 

whites at home. A rule of sports memorabilia is that anything rare has value. The sub-rule to that is that anything rare that nobody 

cares about at the time it is being made has even more value down the road. I decided right then that before I left Sebastian I 

would buy myself a blue Swordfish jersey and put it away somewhere safe. 

 An announced crowd of 23,683 was in attendance, about 2,000 more than the population of Sebastian itself. This meant a 

local blackout was in effect, which made absolutely no sense to me. “Are you telling me that the entire population of Sebastian 

could show up to see the Swordfish live and the networks could still not broadcast it locally?” I asked Jean incredulously. “What 

more does the league expect from this town?”  

 “They expect it from Florida, Spats,” Jean answered solemnly. “When the Dragons were at their peak people came from 

across the entire State to see them. That’s what the league wants, Spats. They want the Florida market back.” 

 “Funny way to go about it,” I shot back. “If they want the market back they should broadcast the games to as many 

people in the State as possible.” Jean gave me that look that told me he disagreed but was too polite to say so. I thought about what 

I had just said then I saw the Swordfish take the field with Andy Dalton leading the charge. He stumbled on a camera cable, 

causing laughter from the crowd. “On second thought, maybe not,” I added.  

 The game itself was not a letdown. My expectations were very low, making a letdown difficult. Nevertheless, it was a 

good showing by any measure for the home team through 30 minutes of play. Nate Washington turned a dinky short hitch into a 

74-yard scoring play to get the fans at the Fish Tank swimming with excitement early and the team rode the wave to a 20-14 half 

time lead. The crowd was happy, but not feverishly pumped up like they expected that a rare home win was nigh.  

 “It won’t last. They’ll blow it. I’m happy we got a half out of them. Go Fish!” a 40-some year-old fan named Bill said 

when I suggested, with slight inebriation to everyone in earshot, that my presence might be a good luck charm for the home team.  

 As Bill predicted, the wheels came off the bandwagon early in the second half. Julius Peppers blocked a Sam Martin 

punt and Cam Newton threw a rocket down the middle for a 31-yard touchdown to Brian Hartline on the next play to put Chino 

in front 21-20. Cheers from Convicts supporters in the crowd filled the sound vacuum created by the absence of any obvious 

reaction from fans of the home team. It was as if nothing had happened – good or bad. I found it strange and I said so to Jean. 

 “This is normal, Spats,” he said. “The blocked punt is a bit of a twist – usually Andy throws some interceptions or 

fumbles the ball – but the outcome is always the same. Don’t worry about the fans, they’re happy. They got to eat and enjoy the 

Fish putting a bit of a scare into a good team like the Convicts. Today is a good day at the Tank.” 

 DINOSAUR DEFENCE 

In heavy prehistoric rain at Jurassic Park both offences took advantage of the other's turnovers to bump up the total score. But it 

was a mistake-free performance by the Cubs in the 4th quarter that determined the outcome as Durham dropped their second 

straight game, coming up on the short end of a 37-35 final.  

since they upended the Markham North Stars to end the 2012 season. As I 

alluded to in last week’s column, that victory was like a trophy for the franchise 

– an unofficial championship. The boy in the Cam Newton jersey sitting next to 

me, whose father was wearing an old blue Florida Dragons jersey with ‘REVIS’ 

on the back, had never seen the Swordfish win in two years of coming here with 

his dad; thus the reason he was wearing a Cam Newton jersey. When I asked 

him who his favourite player on the Swordfish was he gave me a dumb look that 

told me he had never thought about it. After pausing a moment he answered 

tentatively, “Clowney. But he’s been injured.” Instinctively he knew he had to 

qualify his choice, because the no. 1 overall pick n the rookie draft had not done 

much in four games prior to his injury; but hopes remained high for his return. 

 The jersey wars at the Fish Tank favour the rest of the league over the 

home team. An informal count by Yours Truly found over half the jerseys worn 

were those of other teams. Of those wearing Swordfish colours, most wore the 

#90 of Jadeveon Clowney and the #14 of Andy Dalton, although the former 

outnumbered the latter by about 3 to 1. Sebastian is the only team in the league 

that consistently wears its white jersey at home, so the blue jersey is rare to see. 

I saw one a few rows down to my left and I didn’t recognize it at first.  

 “The locals call it a whale,” Jean told me. “Because you are as likely to 

see a blue Swordfish jersey as you are to see a whale swim by the coast. You 

can get one in the gift shop here in the stadium and at Fin Fans in the Roseland 

Plaza, or online. But why would you bother?” 



 

  

 

 

Russell Wilson is gaining a reputation as a playmaker difficult to game plan against. His improvisation and calmness 

under pressure was a big part of the Cubs' big upset performance. Nevertheless, this was a game that could have been put away 

early by the Lizards and they let it get away, in no small part due to a lack of discipline and situational awareness on defence. 

Fingers are pointing at long time Durham defensive coordinator Marv Levy as the brainchild behind a sudden and fatal shift in 

defensive tactics at the game’s critical moment. 

With 3:45 remaining in the game and the Lizards leading 35-23, the Cubs started at their 11 yard line with three timeouts. 

It took Wilson 3:02 minutes to move his team 89 yards in 19 plays to a touchdown to make the score 35-30. With just minor 

adjustments in the coverage the Lizards successfully slowed down the Cubs’ attack with three down linemen and seven defensive  

backs, but could not stop them (although they almost did three times). But the goal of such a defence is to waste time in just such a 

situation. The Cubs tried one just long throw, from the Durham 31, which resulted in a Wilson scramble for 10 yards.   

With the Durham hands team on the field the Cubs fought and won a scramble for the onside kick, giving them faint hope 

at their 49 yard line with 39 seconds remaining. Levy, who looked like he had nodded off while standing, lazily waved his hand 

and the 7-DB package took the field. But three plays and two first downs into the Iowa drive Levy’s head suddenly jerked up and 

his eyes bugged out. “Trickery!” he croaked, and ordered the four down linemen nickel package to take the field. At the 29 yard 

line with just 21 seconds left, Deron Redding saw his opportunity. With the Durham corners at mid-depth, he called a deep hitch 

that Wilson executed to perfection, moving around in the pocket to buy time to get off a bullet to Darren Sproles, who was wide 

open in the end zone well behind deep safety Sean Smith. The crowd noise decibels dropped like a stone in Jurassic Park.   

Coach Kaldis spoke in a weary monotone during the post-game media conference. He spoke generally about the 

defensive lapses that helped young QB Russell Wilson pull off an amazing comeback, but avoided the question about the change 

in coverage on the fatal play. "Without the game film I cannot say how many tackles we missed, but I counted at least 10 that we 

were in a position to make and failed to make. Worse, we were out of position too often, especially on their final drive. It was like 

playing in a pond out there and they gained over 400 yards of offence! That is simply unacceptable and I intend to address it."  

  AROUND THE EFL 

The Corn Kings pulled off the shocker of Week 7 with a 34-28 upset of the terrifying Banana Sluggs (I love writing that!) at 

Tillman Field. Alfred Morris had a career day with 239 yards rushing and a TD in 29 carries, repeatedly gashing an aggressive 

Santa Clara defence with counter hand offs and nifty lateral moves in the open field. Major Gerow stubbornly stuck to his 

‘Offence 2 Doctrine’ and attacked the line of scrimmage with blitzes and bull rushes, often finding nobody in the backfield and 

Morris running away from the blocks for big yardage. Eventually, the gains on the ground distracted the secondary enough to give 

extra room to Cowtown's wide receivers. The trio of Larry Fitzgerald, Cecil Shorts III and Mike Evans put up solid numbers 

against the top cornerback duo in the league. Cowtown gouged one of the most dangerous defences in the league for 492 yards 

while Joe Flacco weathered 75 blitzes and turned the ball over just once, getting picked off by Matt Elam to set up the Sluggs' 

first touchdown of the game. Robert Mathis, the league's sack leader, was held off the sack stat sheet and notched just 2 tackles. 

 The travails of the Violators continued this week in Pickering as Peyton Manning put on a passing clinic in dispatching 

Virden 38-31. Lance Barrate's passive defensive approach played right into Manning's deadly hand; the Spartan QB had all day 

to find the open man against a defence that did not launch a single blitz and failed to generate pressure with their front four. The 

Spartans scored 5 touchdowns in their first five possessions to take a commanding 35-10 lead mid-way through the 3rd quarter. 

Peyton's 21 completions and 4 touchdowns in just 23 pass attempts earned him a near-perfect QB rating of 153.5 on the day. 

 At Camelot in York, the Pats found a new way to stay competitive in a 27-17 loss when Keshawn Martin returned an 

errant Blair Walsh field goal attempt 107 yards to the house. The Pats led for most of the game but faltered down the stretch 

against the steadiness of York QB, Tom Brady, who hit Vincent Brown across the middle for a 16-yard game-winning TD. 

 At HMK Royal Coliseum in Mission Viejo, a new King of Scarborough was crowned. Terrelle Pryor entered the game 

for an injured Aaron Rodgers and ran for two touchdowns in the second half to salvage a 28-24 victory over the tenacious 

Monarchs. Rodgers will be out 5 to 6 weeks with a broken collar bone but fans in Scarborough don’t care – they love Terrelle! 

 At the Killing Field in Carthage, Eddie Lacy had a breakout game with 244 yards rushing and a TD to lead the Cannibals 

past Markham 34-24. It marks the first time in EFL history that two running backs (Lacy & Morris) have rushed for over 200 

yards in the same week. In other bad news for Markham, Alex Smith threw his first pick of the year on his 180
th
 pass attempt. 

 At the Coliseum in Gwinnett, “Johnny Football” looked the part in leading the Triumph over the Gladiators 31-14. 

Manziel’s raw skills were on full display against a Gwinnett defence that looked totally unprepared for his high-energy frenetic 

pace. He threw for 248 yards and 4 touchdowns and added another 47 yards on the ground. Manziel looked better this week than 

he did against the Knights – if he keeps learning at this pace, Jay Cutler may be encouraged to heal completely before returning. 

 At the Carolina Slammer, a rare rainy day in Columbia doused the Hellfire and caused the Regulators to bloom. Safety 

Mike Mitchell picked off Andrew Luck twice – the first quashing a Mohave red zone opportunity and the second setting up the 

final South Carolina TD in a relatively painless 27-10 win. The Regs are now 5-2 and looking like a front-runner for the playoffs. 

 Finally, in Aurora, the Knights were no match for the indomitable Mustangs defence, falling 31-0. Sam Bradford was 

held to under 100 yards passing and the LA offence made just 6 first downs. Rich Liotta tried to be merciful by rushing the ball 

31 times with his team’s questionable running attack. It was Aurora’s first shutout of the year and probably not their last. 

   

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBUUGG  TTHHEE  BBOOOOKKIIEE!!  
JIMMY THE GEEK GIVES YOU HIS PICKS 

FOR WEEK EIGHT EFL ACTION 
Your source for fantasy and on-line betting solutions 

 

Jimmy’s WEEK EIGHT PICKS 
GWINNETT @ CHARLESWOOD (line – PATRIOTS by 4) 

INJURIES: Gwinnett – Joseph Randle (PROBABLE), Mike Iupati (OUT), Tommy Kelly (OUT), Maurkice Pouncey (OUT), 

Reggie Wayne (OUT); Charleswood – Sammy Watkins (DOUBTFUL), Kellen Winslow (DOUBTFUL), Michael Crabtree (OUT), 

Jerod Mayo (OUT), Nate Solder (OUT), Anthony Spencer (OUT).  

The Pats led for most of last week’s loss to York before collapsing in the final minutes at the hands of Tom Brady. While the 

defence is faltering a little more each week and Blake Bortles is coming down to earth, Charleswood is finding ways to stay 

competitive far past their talent category. The Glads have a similar shallow talent pool but are not competing as fiercely from week 

to week. With no great targets Big Ben has been mediocre while LeSean McCoy has been inconsistent while facing so much 

attention from defences. In a game with few stars, however, their presence will be felt. The Pats have no proven stars but one of 

their unproven ones, rookie Sammy Watkins, is listed as ‘doubtful.’ One thing is clear: Bortles is not the same quarterback with 

Watkins out of the line-up. If he cannot play, the Glads should not only cover, they should win. PICK: GWINNETT 

 

SOUTH CAROLINA @ VIRDEN (line – VIOLATORS by 1) 

INJURIES: South Carolina – Greg Jennings (OUT), Sam Acho (OUT), Kyle Van Noy (OUT), Kevin Zeitler (OUT); Virden – 

Aldon Smith(DOUBTFUL), Melvin Ingram (OUT), Justin Blackmon (OUT), Julio Jones (OUT), Nick Perry (OUT), Aqib Talib 

(OUT).  

Take note of this line because you are probably never going to see something like it again: a 1-6 team favoured over a 5-2 team. It’s 

just a single point but it is a big one. Don’t discount Vegas as being way offline here. The home field and a high-powered Virden 

offence are factors against a Regulators team that is doing just enough to win against softer competition. No disrespect to Hal 

Corson’s squad, but they are “winning slow” and the high rollers prefer to stake their bank rolls on turbo-charged offences like the 

one leading the Violators to glorious defeat. In a season so far dominated by passing offences, the Violators’ secondary has 

distinguished itself as being particularly bad. Opposing quarterbacks have combined for a 120 passer rating against them, placing 

them dead last in the league. This is a shocking stat for a group that boasts such respected talent as Eric Berry at safety and Vontae 

Davis at cornerback. Virden will play the game with just three wide receivers and likely be without Aldon Smith. Three weeks ago I 

might have bet my paycheque on Virden, but the team is a living tragedy at the moment. PICK: SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

AURORA @ TWIN CITIES (line – MUSTANGS by 3) 

INJURIES: Aurora – Darrel Young (DOUBTFUL), Jeremy Kerley (OUT), LaRon Landry (OUT), Max Unger (OUT). Twin 

Cities – Clint Bolling (OUT), Jay Cutler (OUT), Jerome Felton (OUT), Doug Martin (OUT), Henry Melton (OUT), Shane Vereen 

(OUT);  

While the Regulators are not getting enough credit for their record, the Triumph may be getting too much at just 3-point underdogs 

against the best team in the league. Rookie QB, Johnny Manziel had a good game last week against an unimpressive Gladiator 

defence but he still deserves credit for showing well against any pro team on the road, bad as that team might be. This week he faces 

the challenge of his embryonic career. The home crowd at TCF Bank will help a little, but they won’t be actually on the field to 

protect him from the long reach of JJ Watt or the eagle eye of roaming super safety Eric Weddle, to name just two of the defensive 

thoroughbreds in the Mustangs’ stable. As good as the Triumph wide receivers are they can’t throw the ball to themselves. While at 

least one of them will be open on almost every play, the hypertensive eyes of a panicked rookie might not be able to find them while 

being hunted by the no. 2 sack defence in the league. Take this one to the bank....TCF Bank that is. PICK: AURORA 

 

 

RECORD VS THE SPREAD AFTER WEEK 7:   43-26-1 
 



 

 

 

 

SEBASTIAN @ MOHAVE (line – HELLFIRE by 4) 

INJURIES: Sebastian – Jadeveon Clowney (QUESTIONABLE), Leon Hall (OUT), Rahim Moore (OUT); Mohave – Tandon 

Doss (DOUTBFUL), Dwayne Gratz (OUT), Justin Houston (OUT), Bruce Irvin (OUT).  

Here is a chance for the struggling quarterbacks of both of these teams to strut again. The Hellfire and Swordfish defences are 

ranked no. 18 and no. 19 respectively in passing yards surrendered and the Swordfish have given up 20 TD passes, 4 more than 

the next worst defence. But before anyone gets too excited and starts Andy Dalton or Andrew Luck over the likes of Nick Foles 

or Philip Rivers in their fantasy pool this week, remember that neither of these defences have faced the other team’s offences this 

year. Had they, it is possible that neither defence would be so bad, statistically speaking. These teams are close to being equal to 

each other at the low end of the league’s power rankings, but the Hellfire hold the edge with the home field and superior pedigree 

on offence; Jimmy Graham is perhaps the best player on the field for either team. If the Swordfish hope to pull off an upset they 

will need to cross their fins that Jadeveon Clowney is ready to play and that Andy Dalton pulls off one of his occasional good 

games. PICK: MOHAVE 

 

CARTHAGE @ SCARBOROUGH (line – CANNIBALS by 3) 

INJURIES: Carthage – Danny Amendola (PROBABLE), Rhett Ellison (OUT), Josh Gordon (OUT), Harrison Smith (OUT); 

Scarborough – Kroy Biermann (OUT), Nate Burleson (OUT), King Dunlap (OUT), LaMichael James (OUT), Aaron Rodgers 

(OUT), D.J. Williams (OUT). 

This week we get a chance to see what the Eagles look like without Aaron Rodgers. If the final quarter of last week’s come-from-

behind win over the Monarchs is any indication, it might not be Scarborough’s Armageddon after all. Terrelle Pryor introduced 

an unpredictable element to the quarterback play by running whenever it suited him. He caught the easily baffled Monarchs off  

guard and scored two touchdowns with his legs. Running is something he does well; whether he can pass effectively on demand 

after a full week practising with the first team offence remains to be seen. If his arm is not up to the pace of his legs it could be 

long afternoon for Terrelle and his team. The Cannibals are now officially a full-service offence after Eddie Lacy slashed through 

the normally stout Markham defence for 244 yards last week. Doug Baldwin showed he could step up and be the go-to guy for 

Philip Rivers in Josh Gordon’s absence. Scarborough is at home but fans remain skeptical and will be ready to turn on their team 

if things start poorly. Expect the Cannibals to make it a perfect half-season. PICK: CARTHAGE 

 

PICKERING @ IOWA CITY (line – CUBS by 2) 

INJURIES: Pickering – Miles Austin (DOUBTFUL), Charles Tillman (OUT); Iowa City – Bruce Miller (OUT). 

Peyton Manning looked like the master he is for the first time wearing Spartans’ blue last week against the Violators; that was 

against the most quarterback friendly of defences. The opportunity to build more “feel good” momentum is here again as  

Manning faces the team that has given up more gross passing yards than any other. While the source of Virden’s problems 

remains a mystery, it is no secret why the Cubs have lost most of their scuffles in pass coverage – they don’t have the players to 

win the battles. Expect another efficient day in the air from the Spartans’ hired gun. Whether it will be enough to overcome the 

efforts of rising star Russell Wilson is a question for the Pickering defence, which – by design – has been very average in terms 

of efficiency while – not by design – well below average in terms of takeaways. If turnovers fail to play a role this could be one 

of those intoxicating back-and-forth offensive showcases where the team with the ball last wins. PICK: PICKERING 

 

CHINO @ MARKHAM (line – Pick ‘Em) 

INJURIES: Chino – Adrian Peterson (OUT); Markham – Anthony Fasano (OUT);   

With Adrian Peterson averaging a routine 4.4 yards per carry and ranked just 10
th
 in the league in rushing, the odds-makers don’t 

forecast a huge drop-off in Chino’s gross offensive production with a committee of  halfbacks led by Danny Woodhead taking 

over the running chores in his absence. But the loss of AP’s inside toughness is enough to turn this game into a pick ‘em situation 

instead of the more natural line of Chino -2 were last year’s offensive MVP in the line-up. The real running threat for Chino here 

is Cam Newton, a special player who can beat any team with his arm or with his legs when he is on his game. The North Stars 

have lost 3 straight and may be starting to feel the depressing effects of the realization that, when healthy, they are not as good as 

teams with key injuries. Alex Smith finally threw an interception last week, his first in 184 passing attempts this year, but it was 

not the late pick that should worry North Stars’ fans most. Rather, Markham supporters should be concerned with the 8 of 22 for 

97 yards stat line that Smith posted. The match-up between Alterraun Verner and Jordy Nelson will be the key to Markham’s 

offensive success – if they cannot establish a deep threat it will be another frustrating day. PICK: CHINO 

 

DURHAM @ SANTA CLARA (line – BANANA SLUGGS by 4) 

INJURIES: Durham – None; Santa Clara – Jairus Byrd (OUT), Randall Cobb (OUT), Rob Gronkowksi (OUT), Clay 
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Matthews (OUT).   

The illusion of Banana Slugg invincibility was burst when Cowtown made their deadly defence look silly and the RGIII-led 

offence was exposed as average when attempting a comeback. Coincidentally, the illusion of Thunder Lizard dominance in the 

secondary was shattered by the 116 passing yards and 2 touchdowns by the Russell Wilson led Cubs in the final 4 minutes of a 

Durham loss. Both of these powerhouses are hurting after dropping games they should have won but neither can afford to be 

sulky this week. This is a match-up that could be a championship preview and the coaches will see it as a dress rehearsal. For 

Santa Clara the loss of Rob Gronkowski will be acutely felt if their plan to run the ball up the gut of the Lizards’ line fails. For 

Durham, choosing the right quarterback will be pivotal; they are 3-1 in games where Nick Foles has made an appearance. The 

Sluggs are at home and their offensive strength is Durham’s defensive weakness. PICK: SANTA CLARA 
 

MISSION VIEJO @ COWTOWN (line – CORN KINGS by 7) 

INJURIES: Mission Viejo – Kareem Jackson (PROBABLE), DeMarco Murray (QUESTIONABLE), Brandon Browner (OUT), 

Brian Cushing (OUT), Mike James (OUT), Dee Milliner (OUT), David Nelson (OUT), Kenbrell Thompkins (OUT), Mike 

Williams OUT); Cowtown – Ryan Clady (OUT), Brett Keisel (OUT), Brandon Flowers (OUT). 

This marks the first time these teams have ever played each other. The Monarchs are riding a three-game losing streak that, when 

compared with their many past losing streaks, has given them reason to hope. Aside from a miserable showing against the Cubs 

they have been aggressive in defeat and have not embarrassed themselves. The Corn Kings are coming off a huge upset of the 

Banana Sluggs, after experiencing a humiliating setback against Gwinnett, after stealing a win from rival Markham on the road. 

Who knows where their heads are at now! If the pattern continues they will have their hands full in this game, but injuries could 

save the day if DeMarco Murray cannot play. If he suits up, it will be close; if not, a romp.  PICK: COWTOWN 

 

YORK @ LOS ANGELES (line – EXCALIBURS by 4) 

INJURIES: York – Da’Quan Bowers (QUESTIONABLE), Geno Atkins (OUT), Von Miller (OUT), Robert Geathers (OUT),  

Asante Samuel (OUT), Nick Toon (OUT);  Los Angeles – Mike Brown (PROBABLE), Andre Brown (OUT), Brandin Cooks 

(OUT), Cortland Finnegan (OUT).  

The Knights are looking for their first win and can practically taste it. If only their offence wasn’t so crap! Having a suspect 

passing game has forced the Knights to try and run the ball, but they are doing that with even less efficiency. So the entire 

offence in Hollywood is, as usual, a shemozzle. The Excaliburs continue to hope that they are a playoff team while independent 

observers reserve their judgement. If the Swords are what they hope they are, they must beat the Knights and by much more than 

this meagre 4-point spread. Victor Cruz returns to the lineup which brings a much-needed shot in Tom Brady’s arm. With 

Marhsawn Lynch pounding the line, it is only a matter of time before York beats down the proud ‘Blue Shield.’ Expect a close 

game to start and a second half walk away for York. PICK: YORK 

 

 

FROM THE EFL ARCHIVES – Week Five of the 2008 

EFL campaign was notable for how un-notable the 

competition played out. The big news was all about failure, 

unless you happened to follow the Iowa City media, which 

was all abuzz about the Cubs going to Anchorage and chop-

blocking the Bucs 30-3 to rise to 5-0. Deron Redding’s team 

had been flying under the radar while the Patriots and the 

Dragons drew all of the accolades, but starting this week, 

after whitewashing a potentially explosive Anchorage 

attack, led by Drew Brees, respected journalists started to 

take the Cubs seriously. 

   

 On the flip side of that the Corn Kings fell to a 0-5 

after sustaining a humiliating 31-20 drubbing from Durham. 

Marion Barber, to that point the team’s only reliable regular, 

fumbled to set up what would turn out to be the game-winning 

TD. Coach Coghlin’s job was declared in jeopardy if the Corn 

Kings were to lose the following week at Winnemucca. 

 The league’s two superpowers, Charleswood and 

Florida, both took care of business with ease. The Dragons 

erupted for 24 points in the 2
nd

 quarter to intimidate the 

Hellfire 34-24. The Dragons went into preservation mode 

early, allowing Mohave to score a couple of late cosmetic TDs. 

The Pats forced 3 turnovers to dump Kutztown 23-6.  

 In the Expansion Division (known as the “East”), the 

Spartans beat up on Winnemucca 21-3 while Markham shutout 

the anemic Thundersnow 24-0. Colorado was now scoreless in 

8 quarters and had scored only 13 points all season. On a side 

note, Markham officially changed its name from the North 

Stars of Markham to the Markham North Stars. 

 LaDainian Tomlinson of Chino continued his torrid 

pace, gaining 172 all-purpose yards and scoring 3 TDs as the 

Convicts doubled the Knights 48-24. 

  


