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January 17, 2021 

Who was slick 

in Week 

Fourteen? 

“Brylcreem” THE 

EFL’S FIRST SPONSOR 

Derek Carr 

QB 

Brooklin  

Hawks  

29 of 36, 320 Yds, 5 TDs. 143.3 QB 

rating in big win over Las Vegas. 

Marcus Peters 

CB 

Virden  

Violators 

9 T, 2 INTs (79yds-2TDs). Scored as 

many points as Mahomes in blowout. 

EAST 

CENTRAL 

NORTH 

WEST 

COASTAL 

SOUTH 

Bruxelles RB, Leonard Fournette chugs forward, bowling over Irish defenders on his way to his second, long 

touchdown run of the day in 3rd quarter action in Queens. The Bombers’ stud running back finished the day with 121 

yards on 15 carries to star in his team’s 35-31 win over East Elmhurst. Fournette was the one constant for Bruxelles, 

delivering the goods in a game they could not easily put away against a defiant Irish squad led by the mercurial Baker 

Mayfield. The East Elmhurst quarterback had the most prolific passing game of his young career, throwing for 434 

yards and 3 touchdowns, but also tossing 2 costly interceptions in a game that went down to the wire. 
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Matt Stafford linked up with DJ Chark for a 57-yard TD pass on New Jersey’s first possession to open the scoring. The Glads were unable to mount 

any kind attack under the direction of third-string QB, Devlin Hodges and the Wrecking Balls took advantage. They added a FG then another TD on a 

David Montgomery following a 37-yard fumble return by Julian Blackmon on a strip of Hodges. They closed out the 1st half with a FG following a 

Byron Murphy pick to build a 20-0 lead. Big Ben came on in relief late, trailing 23-0 and engineered 2 touchdowns too late to overturn the outcome. 
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Back-up QB, Teddy Bridgewater got the start for the Coyotes and delivered almost immediately with a slant to DeVante Parker that the speedy wide-out 

took 61 yards to the end zone for the opening score. That would turn out to be all Cobb County needed as the Kyle Murray-directed Erieau offence found 

it impossible to move consistently against the Coyote defence, breaching the red zone just once and coming away with nothing. Adrian Peterson drew the 

workhorse duties with 102 yards rushing and a TD and played a role in the 37½-minute time of possession that kept the ball away from the Caddies.  

By Chris Sherman 
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The Mustangs scored first by finishing off a penalty-assisted drive with a 19-yard TD pass from Matt Ryan to Davante Adams. But the Derailers got on 

track with a 31-yard scramble by Lamar Jackson, setting up a TD pass to Robert Woods, then took the lead on a Jackson scramble to make it 13-7. 

The Mustangs added a FG to close the half down by 3 then took their first series of the 2nd half all the way from their own 2 to the house on a 55-yard 

TD pass to Kyle Juszczyk. Aurora gained separation with a TD pass to Julian Edelman and held Buffalo at bay to finish the 2nd half shutout. 
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It looked like Bruxelles might run away with it after Bud Dupree’s 4th down sack of Baker Mayfield at mid-field set up 16-yard Darrel Williams TD run 

to make it 21-7. But Mayfield-to-Tyreek Hill for 16 yards and a TD to open the 2nd half got the Irish back into it, setting off a wild exchange of 2nd half 

scores, fueled by turnovers on both sides, that had East Elmhurst emerge in front for the first time, 31-28, on a 16-yard dump-off to Joshua Kelley. But 

the Bombers rallied with Leonard Fournette setting the groundwork for a 56-yard pass to Travis Kelce and a Jared Goff scramble for the winning TD. 
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The Triumph came away with a field goal to open the scoring after Durham failed to convert a 4 th & 1 at their own 42. That stumble would not end up 

hurting them. The Lizards turned it on their next series with a 20-yard run by Nick Chubb setting up a Josh Allen TD pass to Cooper Kupp and they 

never looked back. With Mitch Trubisky struggling to find the zone, the Triumph inserted Jameis Winston in the 2nd quarter but he was unable to 

move the ball and wound up throwing four interceptions in the 4th quarter, 2 of those going back the other way for TDs, to turn the game into a laugher. 
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The trio of DeShaun Watson, Alvin Kamara and DK Metcalf started red hot, mixing big runs with precision passes and getting help from two 

defensive takeaways, to build what looked like an insurmountable 28-7 Patriots’ lead heading into the 4th quarter. But after Daniel Carlson’s 28-yard 

FG attempt missed, everything went Scarborough’s way. Joe Burrow caught fire, throwing 3 long TD passes, 2 to Allen Robinson II, on 3 straight 

possessions to send the game into OT. The Eagles got the ball first and marched to a FG then shut the door on the Pats to complete the comeback.    
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Kirk Cousins capped the opening drive with an 11-yard TD pass to Tyler Higbee and Marlon Humphrey picked off Jimmy Garoppolo and returned 

it 48 yards to set up a second TD that gave the Crusaders a 17-3 halftime lead. The Cowtown offence transformed in the 2nd half, with Garoppolo going 

6 of 6 on 3rd down to power three straight TD drives, each ending in a TD pass to a different receiver. The Crusaders’ offence had the ball for less than 

9 minutes in the 2nd half, managing a lone FG on just three possessions and fumbling away their rally on a TJ Watt sack of Cousins with 2:09 left. 
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Marcus Peters exploited the inexperience of Swordfish QB, Dwayne Haskins by intercepting a pair of crosses and returning them for TDs to give 

Virden a 17-0 lead in the 2nd quarter. Then Jamie Collins Sr got involved with an easy interception thrown right at him and sprinted up the wide-open 

field for the Violators’ third pick-six of the 1st half. The Virden offence finally found the end zone after the Swordfish came up empty on 4th & 1 from their 

own 34 with a TD pass to Amari Cooper for 31-0 halftime lead. The Swordfish avoided the shutout with a late TD in an otherwise uneventful 2nd half.  
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A 42-yard, long fly to TE, Ricky Seals-Jones on the game’s opening drive was good for 6 and an early Spartan lead. The Cubs came back, scoring 

TDs on their first two series, with Christian Kirk and Joe Mixon starring on alternate drives to take a 14-7 lead. But a pair of Russell Wilson 

interceptions kept Iowa City at bay and a late FG brought Pickering within 4 points at the half. Back-to-back 46 and 29-yard completions to Kirk put the 

Cubs in front 21-10 in the 3rd, but Pickering countered with a De’Andre Swift 55-yard TD run. The defences took over in the 4th and the Cubs held on.  
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Jakeem Grant’s 101-yard kick return late in the 3rd turned the momentum for the Convicts in a game that was heading in York’s direction. Chino started 

strong, but a DeForest Buckner red zone strip-sack of Dak Prescott knocked them off course and set up York’s first TD. On the next series, a 45-yard 

catch by Corey Davis set up his own 5-yard TD grab to give York a 17-14 lead. After Grant’s big score, Chino took an 8-point lead early in the 4th on 

Jones Jr’s 2nd TD, but a Chino fumble at their own 21 set up a York TD and a chance for them to tie. The 2-point attempt failed and Chino went on to win.  
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Non-stop pressure by the Hawks’ offence put them in front early in the 2nd quarter and kept them one step ahead of the Assassins throughout the game. 

Brooklin came away with points on each of its first six possessions, five of those on Derek Carr TD passes. DeAndre Hopkins caught 7 passes on 8 

targets and scored 3 TDs to bring his season total to 14. Carson Wentz was dialed in with Michael Thomas on the other side, as they were forced to 

play catch-up, amassing 52 pass attempts and 405 yards of offence, but red zone inefficiency ended up costing him in this high-stakes shootout.    
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After a sluggish 1st quarter for both teams, the Stars got rolling with a 33-yard fly to Stephon Diggs that set up a 2-yard Jordan Howard TD run. This 

sparked a 20-point 2nd quarter for Budapest, accelerated by Terrell Suggs’ recovery of a bad snap, sailed over the head of Pilots’ punter Jake Bailey 

and brought in for a TD. Then a Calais Campbell strip-sack of Sam Darnold at the North stars’ 48 set up a short field for Howard’s second TD run and a 

23-0 halftime lead. The disciplined Budapest defence kept the Pilots in check in 2nd half, but lost the shutout bid on a late FG by Josh Lambo.  
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Near the end the win.  
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NEW YORK – My take on the ‘Coup on Capitol Hill’ last week was not well-received by the establishment types in my profession. 

Yes, I use “establishment” in the pejorative sense, which is ironic because I have, for most of my life, felt my heart was tied to the 

establishment. The establishment that I felt a natural affection and allegiance for is vanishing, however, very rapidly. It is in the 

process of being replaced by something quite frightening to those who remember how to think critically. Something very Orwellian, 

as I will illustrate to you from my recent personal experience. 

 First my editor, Mr. Finchley fired off a stern e-mail, which he followed up with a phone call, “warning” me to “stop 

inciting violence and insurrection” or face suspension of my Syndicate membership. At least he took the time to write and call me 

this time. The last time I was suspected of being a Russian agent he simply terminated my membership and secretly blackballed me 

across the industry without so much as an explanation. Clearly, the memory of my successful countersuit and having to pay damages 

in the wake of that McCarthyistic action compelled him to follow some kind of process this time, even if it was one heavily weighted 

against me. I reminded him that, as my alleged “editor,” he had supposedly read and approved the article, to which he was forced to 

admit that he had only “breezed over it,” but vowed that next time he would read it.   

 Then the corporate social media giants weighed in. Part of me is flattered that they even noticed my little piece – they must 

consider me an “influencer.” Mugshot sent me an e-mail advising me that my account was temporarily suspended, pending review, 

because my “post goes against community standards.” First of all, I never post my articles on Mugshot. Secondly, who represents 

the “community” in this deliberation? Some big suit at Mugshot? Am I, and the many others who agree with me, not part of the 

community? If this type of action doesn’t cause alarm bells to ring inside your head, there’s obviously nothing in there. 

 But it gets worse. My LinkedIn account was suddenly restricted. I received a message claiming that I had been visiting a 

high number of pages with “supernatural frequency.” I hardly use my LinkedIn account and only remember that I have it when I get 

those annoying notices that I am being “noticed.” But then came the topper of all: The announcement on Twitter, forwarded to me by 

a friend, that my Twitter account had been cancelled. I would have expected that, except that I don’t have a Twitter account…and 

never have! So, I have been “de-platformed” from a platform I had never used and, in fact, always despised. I think I will sue 

Twitter’s a$$ just for fun! 

 A few dozen readers took the trouble to inform me via e-mail that they will never read my column again, accusing me, 

among other things, of being a ‘Trump-tard,’ a ‘Racist Homophobe,’ ‘in bed with Putin,’ ‘deplorable,’ ‘insurrectionist,’ ‘traitor,’ 

‘hate-filled,’ ‘ignorant,’ ‘dangerous,’ ‘racist’ (without the ‘homophobe’), ‘homophobe’ (without the ‘racist’), ‘deranged person,’ 

‘crazy,’ ‘gun nut,’ and, the most hurtful of all, ‘arrogant know-it-all.’ I won’t get into the threats – they are too graphic and shocking, 

especially when coming from people who otherwise espouse tolerance, equity and inclusivity. Apparently, those values do not apply 

to people who disagree with them. If there was an argument to be had with these people, I would relish the opportunity for a healthy 

and enlightening debate. But they have no arguments – only slogans and mantras. 

 Of course, most of my readers are good with what I wrote, even if they don’t all agree with my take. That’s fair. It’s the way 

it should be. Maybe I’ll come around to their way of thinking through a robust exchange of ideas; maybe it will go the other way. 

That’s what freedom of speech is all about – the freedom to express views and test notions by subjecting them to competing points of 

view and the rules of logic and critical thinking. Think of it as the scientific method for thought. 

 The ironic thing is that my take on the Capitol Hill Coup is not influenced by pure politics. I simply took objection to the 

careless use of the word “coup.” Although I am a lifelong Republican by birth, you will never know who I voted for in this election 

or the last. My position is a Constitutional one that takes aim, primarily, at the media, both social and mainstream, that seeks a 

monopoly on influence and seeks to restrict and distort thought. I am for Freedom of Expression, Freedom of Choice, but most 

importantly, Freedom of thought, which leads to everything. The Thought Police are coming, some are already here….36 years late. 

  GOOD FIELD GOAL GONE BAD 

The Wolverine’s Den at Exhibition Place in Toronto was the scene of a game that will live on in Scarborough football lore regardless 

of where the team ends up finishing in 2020. The Blue Eagles, led by rookie Joe Burrow, pulled off one of the most impressive 

comebacks of the season, overcoming a 28-7 deficit with a 21-point burst in the 4th quarter and a field goal in overtime to prevail 

over Charleswood, 31-28. But the heroics of the Scarborough offence in racking up three unanswered touchdowns in the final period 

of regulation will forever be subordinate in attention and analysis to the field goal that won them, but could have lost them, the game. 

  

 

   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You have probably already guessed who was at the center of the controversy, even if you did not watch the game or hear any of 

its details on the news. Yes, Scarborough owner, Chris Dickinson struck again, with his usual good intentions paving the way for one 

minute of needless Hell at the end of the game – a minute that threatened to undo one of the finest hours of Joe Burrow’s young career. 

It happened the typical way, with Dickinson using his prerogative as owner to insert himself in the wrong place at the wrong 

time. Such interventions were a feature of the Blue Eagles’ woes for nine years prior to the start of this season, when Dickinson finally 

vowed to “step back” and let newly-hired coach Kyle Shanahan take full control of the club on the football field. But the happy-go-

lucky owner, passionate to a fault about his team, was unable to help himself. After his team’s shutout loss to Durham in Week 8 he 

decided to “get more involved” and took to the sideline, headset on, to “monitor” the team’s progress.  

One of the finest moments of the Dickinson Era was preceded by the team’s most deflating three quarters of football this so far 

this year. After dropping three straight, the Eagles’ playoff hopes were definitely in jeopardy heading into Week Fourteen. This game at 

home versus the 3-10 Patriots was supposed to right the ship. The Pats were a team saddled with crippling injuries and nothing to play 

for but pride, which they had demonstrated a distinct lack of through most of the season. It was a team the Eagles should beat. But it was 

the Pats who opened the game as if their season was on the line, while the Eagles sang the blues and looked emotionally beaten on the 

sideline for more than three-quarters of the game. 

DeShaun Watson started with a hot hand, going 6 of 8 for 53 yards on the game’s opening drive, hitting DK Metcalf three 

times, including the touchdown on a 2-yard hitch, to give his team a 7-0 lead. The Pats would extend that lead two possessions later with 

aid of a 31-yard run off tackle by Alvin Kamara to the 7. That set up an 8-yard dump-off to Kamara for the second score. The Blue 

Eagles battled their way off the ropes. Joe Burrow hit Jamison Crowder on a curl route for 26 yards then Devonta Freeman’s refusal to 

go down drew a personal foul penalty against Terrell Edmunds to position Chris Carson for a 4-yard TD run to make it 14-7.  

The score remained that for most of the second quarter as the teams jockeyed for field position. The Eagles eventually pinned 

the Pats back at their 3-yard line and after getting a stop, started with good field position and a lot of confidence at their own 45. The 

Eagles knifed into Pats’ territory with a 27-yard pass to Tyler Eifert, raising the volume of the fake crowd noise to excited levels. But 

two plays later, corner Jalen Mills, one of the few serviceable starters left on the Pats defence, got inside leverage on Allen Robinson II 

and picked off Burrow at the 25, returning it to their own 40. The turnover sparked an 8-play touchdown drive that was majestically 

capped by a 21-yard fly to a wide open Jakobi Meyers to make it 21-7 for the Pats just before the half.  

Charleswood continued to generate good fortune on both sides of the ball in the 2nd half. Jaylon Ferguson forced a Chris 

Carson fumble to snuff out a promising Scarborough drive at the Pats’14, then the offence drove back all the way, with Watson 

crowning the series with his fourth TD pass of the game, the second to Metcalf, to open up what appeared to be a comfortable 28-7 lead. 

Frustrated and desperate, the Eagles went for it on 4th & 5 at their own 43 on their next series, but were stopped 1-yard short, giving the 

ball to Charleswood inside their territory. The Pats drove to the Scarborough 9, looking to drive home the knife. But they could not 

punch it into the end zone. Daniel Carlson came on to attempt a 28-yard field goal that would give them a 24-point lead. It was a virtual 

chip shot, but Carlson hooked the kick. Such a miss was a bad omen. From that point on it was all Scarborough. 

‘The Comeback’ started with a facemask penalty on the Pats Jimmy Moreland, which would kick-start an 80-yard drive that 

ended with a 24-yard, long crossing pass to Allen Robinson II for a TD to shave the deficit to 14 points, 28-14. With 9:43 left, however, 

prospects remained dim. The Eagles still had to stop the Charleswood offence, something they had been hard-pressed to do all 

afternoon. But with the Pats well-settled into their signature ‘hitch-tackle’ offence (a grab bag of off-tackle runs – left or right – and 

short-to-medium hitch passes), the Blue Eagles were able to optimize their defence and force a three-and-out. 

Starting at their own 25, the Eagles zipped back up the field, with Burrow completing 5 of 6 for 59 yards on the series against 

the Pat’s signature “pylon-zone” defence, varied in its complexity only by the occasional presence of six defensive backs instead of five. 

Burrow cashed in with another long slant to Robinson, the same play that had finished the earlier drive, to make it 28-21.  

The fake crowd noise was starting to get back in the game. It turned up a notch as the Eagles managed to stop the ‘hitch-tackle’ 

offence one more time near mid-field; then it turned down several notches as the Eagles took over at their own 22 with 2:24 left.  

Working with 4 wideouts and unhurried by the sterile Charleswood pass rush, Burrow again picked apart the Pats ‘pylon-zone’ 

defence, going 5 of 7 for 66 yards in hurry-up mode and sending the game into overtime on a 26-yard, long hitch to Jamison Crowder.  

Ironically, the touchdown pass to Crowder came at the same time that the Pats quite belatedly decided to double-cover Robinson, 12 

catches into his 13-catch day.   

The momentum had shifted decisively to Scarborough and the coin knew it. The Blue Eagles won the toss and started at their 

own 25. They overcame a first-play holding penalty by converting a 3rd & 15 with a 15-yard pass to Robinson. That play sucked what 

little life was left out of the Charleswood defence. From there it was a steady, drawn-out push against the weary and statically-deployed 

Pats defenders, that finally reached the Charleswood 20-yard line with 3:29 left with a new set of downs. A touchdown would win it 

outright, but gaining another first down and bleeding the clock before attempting a field goal would work almost as well. To everyone’s 

surprise, however, the moment utility running back Eno Benjamin was brought down at the 20 after crossing the line of gain for another 

first down, owner Chris Dickinson darted over to his head coach and gave the signal to send on the field goal unit. 

Kyle Shanahan’s reaction will never be precisely known due to the facemask he was wearing at the time. But his eyes 

betrayed incredulity touched with annoyance followed by a flash of anger then resignation in the form of a clearly discernible eyeball 

roll. The CBS announcing crew was caught totally off-guard. 



 

 

  

An angry Chris Dickinson waves a copy of the pro football rulebook, 1974 edition, at referee Scott Novak as his team prepares to 

kickoff after Mason Crosby’s go-ahead, 38-yard field goal with 3:29 remaining in overtime. The Blue Eagles’ owner rashly interceded 

and ordered the field goal attempt on 1st down, unaware that the Patriots were owed a possession due to the 2010 change in the OT rule. 

“And there appears to be some confusion on the field and on the Scarborough sideline after that first down, Charles,” observed 

play-by-play announcer, Ian Hawk, speaking to his booth partner, Charles Davis. “It looks like the Blue Eagles are going to send Mason 

Crosby out to try a field goal. What do you make of this move, Charles? Could there be confusion about the down?” 

“It’s………it’s obviously a first down, Ian,” began the confounded reply from Davis. “This…this could be an attempt to draw the 

Patriots offside…or…a trick play of some kind…don’t want to risk a turnover…no…ah…em…I’m not sure what’s going on Ian, but Kyle 

Shanahan is a good coach, so there must be a reason.” 

 The fake crowd noise had no such doubts, however. It cranked up the volume as if this was a game-winning kick. Mason Crosby 

did his part. He drilled it home from 38 yards to give Scarborough a 31-28 lead, sending Chris Dickinson into a spasm of celebration. The 

excitable Blue Eagles’ owner jumped up in the air, pumped his fist, shook his coach’s hand vigorously then sprinted on to the field for the 

post-game handshakes and media interviews. He obviously thought the game was over and was stunned by the piercing sound of the 

whistle and the sudden intervention of referee Scott Novak, who blocked his path and directed him back to the sideline.  

Dickinson attempted to argue his case as his special-teams unit took to the field to kick the ball back to Charleswood. He became 

heated, yelling through his mask and waving around a dog-eared yellow book titled ‘Football Rules 1974.’ But it was all in vain. Head 

coach, Kyle Shanahan, who had been relegated to spectator in the critical moments, resumed control. He took his owner aside and (one 

assumes) explained to him gently the new overtime rules…which weren’t exactly new, since they had been in place since 2010. Of course, 

since that time the Blue Eagles had never been in a position to win a game outright in overtime, so their former coach/owner/confidante 

would not have needed to know the details.  

The Patriots had been given a temporary reprieve from a catastrophic collapse that would have made the Wrecking Balls wince. 

They had 3:19 to work with to move the ball downfield to tie or win the game and redeem what was about to be a low point in a low 

season. In a cruel universe disposed against the Blue Eagles and their well-meaning but blundering coach, a suddenly reborn Charleswood 

 

 



 

  

offence would have rammed it down their beaks for the win. But the Football Gods (yes, they exist!) stepped aside and let the players 

decide. They watched as the Pats put forth the most dismal of efforts to save themselves. Jalen Richard tried a return from 4-yards deep 

that went for just 9 yards and gave the Pats terrible field position at their own 5. Then Watson was sacked twice, bringing up a 4th & 14 

from their own 1-yard line. With survival at stake, Watson checked down to Tre’Quan Smith for a 6-yard gain, immediately ending the 

contest and completing the most memorable comeback in Blue Eagles history.  

 The comeback should have been the story. Predictably, it took a back seat to the more tantalizing, and unheard of, gaffe of the 

decision to go for the field goal on first down. To his credit, Scarborough owner handled it well, no doubt relieved that his intervention 

did not result in a loss for his team. 

 “I guess I need to study up on the rules,” he said sheepishly after the game. “That rule book was my bible. It’s been in my 

family ever since I can remember. Obviously, rules change. Society changes. As an owner and part-time coach, I have to be on top of 

those changes. But I don’t want you guys to focus on my dumb-a$$ decisions when you should be giving Joe credit for pulling through 

in the clutch. The rookie won the game for us, despite me. Let’s celebrate the successes, guys!” 

 While the final result spelled “success” for the Blue Eagles in this game, that word will not be spelled much more often if the 

owner refuses to stay in his lane down the stretch. Let the coach, coach and the owner own. 

BRUXELLES-EAST ELMHURST GAME 

Leonard Fournette was tired of hearing that he was tired. After posting four 100-yard games and one 200-yard game in the first half, the 

Bomber workhorse had not seen three-digit totals since Week Seven against Aurora.   

 “Tired, tired, tired. All I hear is that I’m tired!” a frustrated Fournette told local beat reporter, Faart van Wijnendaele of the 

Bruxelles Times after the team walked through their preparations for East Elmhurst. “I’m tired of it, that’s all! Tired of being tired!” 

 If Fournette was tired, who could blame him? Going into Week 14 he ranked second in total yards and touches, with 293 and 

1,657 respectively, behind only Christian McCaffrey, whose workload was at a barely sustainable 308 touches and 1,932 total yards. 

There was a lot of tread on those cleats and making it even tougher was the fact that teams were better prepared for him in the second 

half of the season. But ready or not, Fournette continued to pose a big challenge for the defences that had decided to let Jared Goff beat 

them. An old school, full metal jacket, downhill runner with nifty moves and a surprising burst of speed, he had turned into a dangerous 

check-down option out of the backfield for his quarterback as well. There had been times when Fournette had been the Bruxelles 

offence, supplanting the quarterback as the dominant factor.  

 The Irish, of course, were prepared for Fournette. Coach Archbishop Thomas Molloy had spoken to beat writer, Seamus 

McFly of the Queen’s Gazette in the lead-up to the game and had this to say: 

 “The key will be stopping Leonard Fournette,” he said matter-of-factly. “That is not a secret. Our linemen and our linebackers 

will have to be disciplined defending the run and not forget about him when the quarterback drops back to pass. I am not expecting us to 

shut him down completely – nobody has done that to him yet. But if we can reduce his number of touches, that’s a plus for us.” 

 In the end, the Irish were able to hold the Bruxelles star to just 15 carries and 1 reception, his lowest touch total in a game this 

year. But when Fournette got the ball he made it count. He jumped out of the gate with a 32-yard run, breaking several tackles along the 

way, to finish off the game’s opening drive with a touchdown. It was one of those “jolt” plays that charges up a team on both sides of the 

ball and puts its opponent on its back. Bruxelles corner, Kyle Fuller stripped the ball from Allen Hurns on the Irish's first possession, 

setting up a 12-yard TD to Dede Westbrook to make it quickly 14-0 Bruxelles.  

The game had started about as well as it could have for the Bombers, but Baker Mayfield was not about to let the Irish go down 

easily. He connected with Tyreek Hill for a 29-yard pass to set up a Joshua Kelley TD run from 6 yards out to put East Elmhurst on the 

board. But the Bombers regained the momentum after a sack of Mayfield by Bud Dupree on 4th & 1 at the Easties’ 46 gave them a short 

field that facilitated a 4-play drive, ending in a 16-yard Darrel Williams TD run that made the score 21-7.  

The Bombers were back in position to run away with the game, literally. But the Irish defence stopped the bleeding with two 

stops in the back half of the 2nd quarter – both series in which Fournette did not see the ball. Despite his earlier touchdown run, Williams 

was not seen as a threat worth focusing on and the attention of the Irish defenders turned to Goff. The limitations of the Bombers offence 

were glaring with Fournette on the sideline.  

The Irish had added a 31-yard Rodrigo Blankenship field goal late in the first half, which gave them a base to launch from in 

the 2nd half. The home team got right back in the game to open the 3rd quarter, with the Mayfield-to-Hill combo synching for 57 yards on 

two completions and a TD to draw closer, trailing 21-17. The Bombers started to answer, with Williams breaking a first down run for 23 

yards, but the promising drive stalled on the edge of Matt Prater’s field goal range. He hooked his 55-yard field goal attempt, handing 

the ball over to the Irish with momentum on their side. Brimming with confidence, Mayfield attempted to make something happen on 

third down, heaving a pass to the far sideline in the direction of Hill. But the tight window slammed shut when Darius Slay, who had a 

bead on the ball, stepped in front of Hill and picked off the pass, returning it 30 yards to the Irish 28. This takeaway set up the second of 

Fournette’s 2 big touchdown runs, this one coming on a sweep from 23 yards out to make it 28-17 for Bruxelles.   

 The interception deflated the young Eastie quarterback. He oversaw a three-and-out on his team’s next possession, throwing a 

wildly off-target pass to Latavius Murray in the flat on 3rd down, that was nearly a lateral, to bring the punting unit out. With six minutes 

remaining in the 3rd quarter, the Bombers appeared to be in command. But very little has come easily for Ken Main’s team this season, 

despite their record, while the Irish have proven to be as stubborn as their namesake. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Bombers suffered a stunning reversal that began when Brandon Graham strip-sacked Goff and Jaylon Smith recovered at 

the Bombers’ 8-yard line. Fired up once more, Mayfield checked down to Vernon Davis on the very next play and the veteran ran it in 

for a touchdown that narrowed the gap once more to 4 points, with East Elmhurst trailing 28-24. Looking a little shaky without the two-

score buffer, Goff's off-target throw to Travis Kelce on 3rd down forced a Bruxelles punt and the Irish took over at their 33. They 

proceeded to march 67 yards in 10 plays, using a running back committee made up of unknowns to move the chains, and finally took the 

lead for the first time on a 13-yard dump off to Kelley for a touchdown.  

With over 13 minutes remaining, however, the Bombers did not panic at the loss of their once-comfortable lead. Looking more 

peeved than panicky, coach Ken Main barked out instructions with the authority of a parent telling his child, “don’t make me come up 

there!” The Bombers hit the ground with three straight carries to Fournette, bringing the Irish defence into the box, then Goff connected 

on a medium slant to Kelce that the all-star took all the way to the East Elmhurst 4-yard line, where he was brought down with a 

desperate shoestring tackle by Brandon Carr. But the touchdown was saved only temporarily. Goff scrambled into the end zone on the 

next play to the Bombers back in front, 35-31 with 10:50 still to play. 

That is where the score would stay. The Easties did have one good push left in them, however, with Mayfield’s 3rd & 5 

conversion and a couple of penalties on the Bomber defence helping to position the Irish just outside the red zone with a new set of 

downs at the Bruxelles’ 22-yard line. But when Mayfield dropped back to pass, he was surprised to see rookie safety Armani Watts 

coming in on the blitz. He hurried an offline throw that veteran Earl Thomas tipped in the air and came down with himself at the 6-yard 

line. The veteran had chosen a good time for his first interception of the year; it allowed the offence to take some time off the clock, pin 

the Easties with a punt back at their own 2, and the defence to ward off a late desperation Irish rally to secure the win. 

This week’s frame-up photo focuses on Blue Eagles wide receiver, Allen Robinson II. He hauled in 13 catches on 15 targets for 

167 yards and 2 touchdowns to co-star with quarterback Joe Burrow in Scarborough’s wild fourth-quarter 31-28 comeback win 

over the Patriots. His key performance drew rare attention to one of the league’s most underrated number one receivers. 



  

 The Bombers’ post-game celebration was slightly muted by the announcement on the out-of-town scoreboard that the Coyotes 

had beaten the Cadillac, thus clinching the East Division. But the win did secure the Bombers a wild card berth – an accomplishment that 

did not look at all certain through 13 weeks of perplexing losses and seat-of-their-pants victories.  

 “I am happy with the win. We’ll take the win,” Ken Main affirmed in his postgame Zoom conference. “I want to see us put a 

game away when we get into position like that. Credit the Irish, they never gave up, but we have to focus better through 60 minutes if 

we’re going to go far in the post-season!”  

AROUND THE EFL – ERUDITE OBSERVATIONS AND LEARNING POINTS 

Going far in the post-season will be impossible for many teams after a Week 14 bloodbath that saw the number of eliminated teams rise 

to 11, while those that remain on the outside looking in have no room for error and will need help in the final two weeks of the season. 

ԅ At Optimist Park in Brooklin, sparkling passing numbers for Carson Wentz for the second week in a row went to no avail, as 

Derek Carr picked apart the Assassins’ secondary to keep his team in front for most of the game and finish with a 38-27 victory. The 

Hawks were apparently unfazed by the reputation of the Vegas defence, scoring on their first six series of the game and keeping the 

pressure on the Vegas offence to keep up. Red zone efficiency played a role in the outcome, with Vegas settling for a field goal once too 

often, while the Hawks gained an extra TD and also struck gold once outside of the red zone on a 25-yard TD pass to DeAndre Hopkins. 

The numbers given up by the Hawks’ defence were eye-poppingly bad – 518 yards, 28 first downs, 9 missed tackles – but amazingly 

they held at times when it really mattered, including a key 4th down stop at mid-field in the 4th quarter as the Assassins were making a bid 

to get close. This win keeps the Hawks’ divisional hopes alive and puts them in position to clinch a wildcard berth next week.  

ԅ At Thermopylae Stadium in Pickering, the Spartans pulled some highlight-reel plays out of the bag to make Cubs fans 

nervous, but in the end could not sustain a steady attack and wound up falling to Iowa City 21-17. A rare longshot to Ricky Seals-Jones 

on 3rd & 5 struck gold against the Cubs’ ‘dime’ set, with the tight end out-running the coverage for a 42-yard touchdown catch off the 

game’s opening drive. It was an improbable outcome coming out of a ‘Pro’ set, but the first of several breaks that kept the Spartans in 

this contest until the very end. The Cubs, coming off their amazing comeback against the Pilots, looked a touch lethargic. They may have 

thought this game would be easy, but the same things that got them trouble against Seattle last week threatened to undo the comfortable 

script they had written in their heads for this week. After scoring on their first two possessions, three turnovers by Russell Wilson, 2 

interceptions and a lost fumble, kept the Cubs from building momentum for a blowout and allowed the Spartans to hang in. The situation 

looked serious after De’Andre Swift burst into the secondary and broke diagonally across the field, out-running the pursuit for a 55-yard 

touchdown run in the 3rd that made the score 21-17. Both defences took control after that big play, however, and there would be no more 

scoring for either side. For the second week in a row, the Wilson to Christian Kirk connection played a huge role in the Cubs’ offence. 

Kirk finished with 11 catches for 200 yards and 2 TDs, giving him 371 yards and 5 TDs in his last two games. Opponents are now on 

notice that there is a second serious threat in the Cubs’ passing attack, besides Tyler Lockett. 

ԅ At Camelot in York, the balanced attack of the Convicts out-paced the pass-heavy, King Henry-less York offence, resulting 

in an important 28-26 win for Chino on the road. This game might well have ended differently if Derrick Henry had been able to play. 

The York run game was practically non-existent in this one, squeezing out just 23 yards on 13 carries. A good mix of plays on Chino's 

first drive, balancing the running of Christian McCaffrey and Mark Ingram while throwing in a few passes, ground down the Swords' D 

by the time McCaffrey followed Patrick Ricard into the end zone to open the scoring. But a DeForest Buckner strip sack of Dak 

Prescott turned the tide a bit, leading to a TD and a 10-7 York lead. With time ticking down in the 1st half, trailing 14-10, York decided 

to go for it on 4th & 5 at the Chino 13. The unconventional gamble paid off – they converted and on the next play scored a touchdown to 

take a 17-14 lead into halftime. The Chino offence fell into a bit of a funk in the 2nd half, but a 101-yard Jakeem Grant kick return for a 

touchdown pulled them out of the doldrums and put York back on its heels. Prescott’s second TD pass of the game gave Chino a 28-20 

lead in the 4th quarter and they looked ready to assume control before Ricard fumbled and York recovered at the Chino 21. Tom Brady, 

being who he is, found rookie receiver Collin Johnson for a 17-yard score, but the two-point convert failed. Morgan Burnett's 

interception on York’s next possession sealed the win for Chino. It was a noble effort by the Excaliburs, as they engaged one of the top 

teams in the Pacific West Division without their star running back. But the loss knocks them out of the playoff race, while the Convicts’ 

victory sets them up for a critical showdown against the Cubs in Week 15. 

ԅ At Jurassic Park in Durham, the Thunder Lizards dismantled the Triumph by the arrestingly lop-sided score of 44-3. It is clear 

that Durham coach, George Kaldis, wants his team to be in top-notch mental condition for their showdown with the Corn Kings next 

week, because in his post-game press conference following this thrashing, he spoke gravely about how his team could have performed 

better. He pointed out that they had missed 3 tackles, had come away empty on one of their five trips to the red zone, had failed to crack 

500 yards of total offence and had fallen short of 30 first downs. No mention of Tyler Boyd's breakout game, one in which he topped 100 

yards receiving for the first time this year, with 9 catches for 170 yards and a TD. He did point out his team's four interceptions of 

Jameis Winston and two (yes, two!) pick-sixes as a positive, but cautioned: “We aren't going to get to play Winston every week. We 

cannot rely on four interceptions a game to win the division. Make no mistake, the game was not as lop-sided as the score indicates.” 

How lop-sided it was, precisely, was not officially determined, but that it was lop-sided, not to mention easy as pie, cannot be 

denied. The Durham coach’s down-playing of his team’s victory was reminiscent of Iowa City Coach, Deron Redding's media show 

after his team blew out Charleswood 41-21 in Week 14, although not as extreme. Kaldis did not single out players, raise his voice, look 

angry or convey the impression that his team had lost. He simply looked grave, as he often does, but a touch graver than usual. He was 

clearly serving notice on his team to not get too full of themselves as they approached the final and determining stretch.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

On the other side of this debacle, Twin Cities coach, Guy Williams refused to take questions after the game, eating the league 

fine for doing so. It's tough to handle questions after a 44-3 loss, even one that looked to the eyes to be somewhat less than 44-3. More 

likely, though, he probably did not wish to answer the certain-to-be-asked question about why he put Winston into the game for a healthy 

Mitch Trubisky in the second quarter when the game was still within reach. It was obvious from Winston's first shaky pass that he had 

not magically improved during his weeks on the bench. His four-interception performance was painful to watch. On the bright side, with 

the Wrecking Balls winning in Georgia this week, the Triumph move one step closer to being able to draft their Saviour.   

ԅ At Tillman Field in Cowtown, Jimmy Garoppolo threw 3 touchdown passes in the second half to three different receivers to 

lead the Corn kings to a 24-20 come from behind victory over the Crusaders. With Mike Evans and Todd Gurley out and starters missing 

on the defensive line, the home team’s prospects did not look good coming into the game and appeared positively dismal after falling 

behind 17-3 in a first half controlled by Peg City. But Garoppolo showed impressive tenacity in the second half, despite being pressured 

consistently by twin edge-rushers Chris Jones and Josh Allen. Garoppolo had fans waking up to the presence on the roster of unknowns 

like Allen Lazard, who caught 8 passes for 82 yards and a touchdown subbing for Evans. He even found the seldom-used tight end Hale 

Hentges for the team's second TD and 6th-round rookie pick Quintez Cephus for what would turn out to be the game-winner with 4:43 

left. This surprise Corn King victory means that they are alive and kicking in the North Division race heading into their Week 15 grudge 

match against rival Durham. For the Crusaders, this loss was a devastating blow to both their morale and their chances of sneaking into 

the playoffs. Their post-season aspirations are now hanging by a thread.  

ԅ At Magna Park in Aurora, the Mustangs’ Matt Ryan made just enough plays to win, throwing 3 touchdown passes in topping 

Buffalo and Lamar Jackson, 24-13. There was nothing smooth about the Aurora performance but they flashed just enough at key 

moments to get the job done. Jordan Hicks forced a fumble on a Ryan scramble that the Derailers recovered at their own 29, ending an 

opening series threat by Aurora. But the Mustangs' defence held, and on the next Aurora possession, five straight run plays and two costly 

penalties on Buffalo – a facemask and a pass interference – set up a 19-yard TD pass from Ryan to who else but Davante Adams to open 

the scoring. The Derailers got back on track thanks to a 31-yard scramble by Jackson that set the Mustangs' back on their hooves and 

opened up space for passes of 11 and 14 yards to Robert Woods, the second for a TD to tie it. Buffalo would then take the lead after a 

gargantuan 17-play drive, kept alive by two 4th-down conversions, ended with Jackson scrambling for a 5-yard score. Jake Elliott missed 

the extra point, however, which turned out to be an ominous sign. Buffalo started the second half with the ball but were forced to punt on 

4th & 12, pinning the Horses back at their own 2-yard line. But that’s typically where Aurora is most dangerous. Unafraid to throw the 

ball in that situation, Ryan displayed the ice in his veins by standing tall in his own end zone against a 6-man Buffalo blitz and 

completing a cross to Adams. Jacquiski Tartt, the last line of defence, made a touchdown-saving tackle at the Aurora 17. Then a 20-yard 

run by Kenyan Drake got the Mustangs in position for a momentum-changing 55-yard TD pass on a short cross that a wide-open Kyle 

Juszczyk was able to take the distance without having to break a single tackle. The score remained 17-13 until mid-way through the 4th 

quarter, when Ryan got hot at the end of a 67-yard drive, hitting on three consecutive passes to three different receivers, the last being 

Julian Edelman for 14 yards and a TD to make it 24-13. Buffalo's last good chance ended when Jackson was stopped for no gain on a 

bootleg on 4th & 15 with 4:23 left. With Buffalo not exactly built for comebacks, it was a simple task for the Aurora defence to hold on 

for the division-clinching win. Meanwhile, the Buffalo loss knocks them out of a wildcard spot and needing help in the coming weeks.   

ԅ At Georgia Stadium, the Wrecking Balls got back in the ‘win’ column by besting the woeful Gladiators 23-15. The game 

started auspiciously for New Jersey on their opening series, when Matt Stafford connected with DJ Chark in stride on a medium cross 

that went 54 yards for a touchdown. But games often begin auspiciously for the Wrecking Balls, only to end up in disaster. This game 

followed a common New Jersey pattern of early Wrecking Ball dominance followed by 4th quarter collapse. Except this time the collapse 

ran out of time to reach its inevitable conclusion. After not so much dominating the play but allowing Devlin Hodges to dig his team's 

own grave, New Jersey held an unusually large 23-0 lead heading into the twilight of the 4th quarter. That's when Big Ben, making his 

first appearance of the season, came on for the ineffective Hodges and weaved a little bit of comeback magic. Ben threw 2 TD passes 

and, amazingly, the Glads recovered two consecutive onside kicks in less than a two-minute span. But time was not on their side and they 

fell according to natural law for a change – the Wrecking Ball Curse apparently having its limits. 

ԅ At Kelly-Burke field in Erieau, the Cadillac looked a lot like the Mach 1 version this week, falling 23-0 to the Coyote B-Team 

led by Teddy Bridgewater. The loss knocks Erieau out of post-season contention and puts an indelible stain on their once-promising 

campaign. Sure, Cobb County may be the best team in football this year, but the Caddies really brought nothing to the field of play in this 

game. They looked spent and beaten before the opening kickoff. The Coyotes clinch the East with the win, while Cadillac management 

starts the search for a new coach to replace the soon-to-be-fired Mike Smith.  

ԅ Another team that looked beaten before they took the field and remained beaten throughout the game was Seattle in their 30-3 

loss to the North Stars. The brutal 15-hour charter flight from Seattle to Budapest likely did not help the Pilots’ cause. But more hurtful 

was the North stars’ defence, that kept Sam Darnold in a cage all afternoon, sacking him 4 times and holding him to just 58 yards 

passing. With the win, the Stars maintain their no.1 seed status and can clinch their Division next week. 

ԅ And, finally, at the Fish Tank in Sebastian, the usually powerful Virden offence took most of Sunday off, while their defence 

racked up 21 points with three pick-sixes in the first half to open up a blowout 38-7 win over the battered Swordfish. Dwayne Haskins, 

starting his 5th consecutive game in place of injured Drew Brees, threw his 14th, 15th, 16th and 17th interceptions of the year in 

continuing to set an historic pace for pick-offs, outpacing even the bungling Jameis Winston. The Swordfish back-up is literally throwing 

away his career, with a frightful 8.9% interception rate through 191 attempts. Virden continues to chase Cobb County for the no.1 seed. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBUUGG  TTHHEE  BBOOOOKKIIEE!!  
JIMMY THE GEEK GIVES YOU HIS PICKS 

FOR WEEK FIFTEEN EFL ACTION 
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RECORD VS THE SPREAD AFTER WEEK 14:   92-72-4 

 

Jimmy’s WEEK FIFTEEN PICKS 
 

GAMES TO WATCH 

COWTOWN @ DURHAM (line – THUNDER LIZARDS by 5) 

INJURIES: Cowtown – Mike Evans (PROBABLE); Durham – Isaiah Johnson (IR).  
 

The Thunder Lizards will clinch the North Division with a win, while a win for Cowtown will give them a wildcard berth, the tie-

breaker over Durham and control of the North Division heading into Week 16. The Corn Kings stunned the Lizards and the football 

world with a decisive victory when these teams met in Week Two. It was the worst game of the year for Josh Allen; his offence was out 

of synch throughout, converting just 2 of 14 third downs and forcing a couple of ill-advised gambles on fourth down. The Corn Kings, 

conversely, were efficient on both sides, converting all four trips to the Durham red zone into touchdowns, while their defence held 

Durham to just 4.2 yards-per-play. Still, the fact that Cowtown is challenging Durham for the division this late in the season is 

remarkable for the same reasons their Week Two win was unexpected; a sub-par offensive line, a suddenly flaccid Todd Gurley and just 

one viable receiving threat in Mike Evans. The game-changer for Cowtown has been the combined play of linebacker TJ Watt on 

defense and Jimmy Garoppolo on offence. ‘Jimmy G’ made something out of nothing in last week’s win over Peg City, distributing the 

ball to a platoon of no-name receivers and bringing attention to the talents of unknown Allen Lazard. Whether he can do the same 

against the elite Durham secondary without Mike Evans remains highly doubtful, however. Durham is getting its act together at the right  
 

 

PACIFIC CONFERENCE 

EAST 

IN ALIVE OUT 

CENTRAL 

IN ALIVE OUT 

WEST 

IN ALIVE OUT 

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE 

NORTH 

IN ALIVE OUT 

COASTAL 

IN ALIVE OUT 

SOUTH 

IN ALIVE OUT 

3 

W

2 

1 

W

1 

2 

3 

W

2 

1 

W

1 

2 

1 2 

1 

PLAYOFF PICTURE AT A GLANCE 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

time – the defence is playing well and Josh Allen has thrown 7 TD passes and run for 3 more in his last three games. The Lizards have 

too much play-making talent on defence to expect the Cowtown offence to keep pace with a heated up Allen. PICK: DURHAM 

 

CHINO @ IOWA CITY (line – CUBS by 4) 

INJURIES: Chino – Michael Gallup (PROBABLE), Damiere Byrd (OUT), P.J. Williams (OUT); Iowa City – Blake Cashman 

(DOUBTFUL), Alec Ogletree (OUT).   
 

The Cubs hold a one-game advantage and will clinch the West if they can pull out a victory at home here against their hated rival. The 

Convicts can turn the tables on them, however, cinch the tie-breaker and guarantee a wildcard berth to boot if they can steal a win on the 

road at chilly Joe Ferguson Stadium. When these teams met in Week Three they played to the season’s only tie. It was a sloppy, 

undisciplined showing by Chino, a game they should have won but gave away through penalties and untimely mistakes, like two missed 

field goal attempts by Chase McLaughlin. Since that day, both teams have upped their games, but the Cubs a little more so, with 7 wins 

in their last 8, including four-in-a-row coming into this game. But Chino has faced tougher competition over that stretch, notching a 

signature win over Virden to highlight an impressive 6 out of 7 run. Both teams have been heavily reliant on their offences for overall 

success and both like to run the ball, but there is no more efficient running attack than that of the Cubs. Joe Mixon, working in the 

shadow of Russell Wilson, is having a quiet but weighty impact on the offence, averaging 5.6 yards-per-carry, highest among running 

backs. On the other side, Christian McCaffrey is having an MVP-style season with 2,007 yards from scrimmage so far and counting. 

How well the quarterbacks will be able to control the airways will depend on their ground games, but if both of those fail, expect the 

more dynamic Russell Wilson to stretch the field and improvise a little better than his counterpart, Dak Prescott.  PICK: IOWA CITY 

 

GAMES OF NOTE 
 

BROOKLIN @ YORK (line – HAWKS by 1) 

INJURIES: Brooklin – Jonathan Jones (PROBABLE), Evan Engram (DOUBTFUL), Brandon Williams (OUT), DeShon Elliott (IR), 

Alshon Jeffery (IR); York – Josh Kline (PROBABLE), Raekwon McMillan (PROBABLE), Brandon Scherff (PROBABLE), Zach Ertz 

(QUESTIONABLE), Danny Amendola (DOUBTFUL), CJ Henderson (OUT), Mike McGlinchey (OUT).   
 

York’s loss to Chino, coupled with wins by Cowtown and Brooklin, knocked them out of post-season contention earlier than expected, 

while the Hawks kept their slim Division hopes alive with a formidable offensive showing against Vegas. Brooklin enters this game 

needing a win and a Budapest loss to keep afloat in the fight for Coastal supremacy, but a win will at least guarantee them a wildcard 

spot. York has nothing to play for, apart from the satisfaction of delaying the certainty of the Hawks’ post-season plans. That will be 

motivation enough for Tom Brady, who wishes he had a DeAndre Hopkins to throw to and would love to take 6th-ranked passer, Derek 

Carr down a peg by beating him with the likes of Mike Williams as his top receiver. Of course, that won’t work without Derrick Henry 

laying the groundwork, literally, to allow what’s left of the Swords’ passing game to flourish. Henry has been contained for the most 

part this year, but with run-stuffer Brandon Williams ‘out’ for Brooklin, the possibility of a big game for Henry improves. York has no 

choice – slow down the pace by running, or die. But expect them to do something different still, just for kicks. PICK: BROOKLIN 
 

BUFFALO @ COBB COUNTY (line – COYOTES by 8)  

INJURIES: Buffalo – Tevin Coleman (DOUBTFUL), Roy Robertson-Harris (DOUBTFUL), Demaryius Thomas (OUT), Riley Ridley 

(OUT), Jonathan Abram (IR); Cobb County – None. 
 

The Derailers are currently a half-game behind Chino in the race for the Conference’s second wildcard spot after being knocked down a 

peg by Aurora last week. Lamar Jackson had another big game on the ground, but it was not enough to outpace the passing prowess of 

Matt Ryan. The Coyotes have the East Division wrapped up. They are looking for no more than to maintain their seeding position and 

may opt to go with Teddy Bridgewater for the third straight week. It is clear by now that Bridgewater is not much of a downgrade on 

Ryan Tannehill – when TB plays, they score 25 points instead of 30, more than enough for their defence. Cobb County handed Buffalo 

their worst loss of the season in Week Two, without the benefit of a single turnover. The Derailers can do better, but whether they can do 

better enough to win is the question that comes with the ready answer of “probably not.” Still, when you have a Lamar running your 

offence and a game-wrecker like Aaron Donald on defence, making it a close game of it is a high possibility. PICK: BUFFALO  
 

SEBASTIAN @ SCARBOROUGH (line – BLUE EAGLES by 4) 

INJURIES: Sebastian – Golden Tate (DOUBTFUL), Jadeveon Clowney (OUT), Damien Williams (OUT); Scarborough – Chris 

Carson (DOUBTFUL), DeSean Jackson (OUT), TJ Yeldon (IR).  
 

The horror that was the short-lived, but still painfully long Haskins Era in Sebastian is over – at least for now. The return of Drew Brees 

to the line-up – too late to save their season – gives the Fish more than a fighting chance against a Scarborough team wavering down the  



  

stretch. Joe Burrow’s dramatic comeback over the Pats last week was a desperately-needed shot in the wing for this waning squad, but 

before handing Joe the key to the City let’s remember that it was the horrendous Pats’ defence he was facing. The Birds have to win here 

or be eliminated. The Fish have no such worries, but neither do they have the same motivation, unless it is one spurred on by the need to 

erase the foul taste in their gills from three degrading losses in a row. The simple joy of having a real QB might be enough to light the 

flame of desire. When these teams last faced, Brees was in command. Expect him to pick up where he left off.  PICK: SEBASTIAN  
  

CHARLESWOOD @ PEG CITY (line – CRUSADERS by 11) 

INJURIES: Charleswood – Parris Campbell (QUESTIONABLE), Juju Smith-Schuster (QUESTIONABLE), Derwin James Jr 

(DOUBTFUL), Carl Lawson (DOUBTFUL), Desmond Trufant (DOUBTFUL), Devin Funchess (IR), CJ Mosley (IR);  Peg City – Tyler 

Higbee (DOUBTFUL), Jeff Okudah (DOUBTFUL), Saquon Barkley (OUT), Mike Hughes (OUT).  
 

This game is a more natural fit in the leftovers pile, but with the Crusaders still somewhat in the race for the final Pacific wildcard berth 

and the Pats showing subtle but definite signs of life lately, this is a game that deserves some notice on game day – at least initially. The 

Crusaders are coming off two 24-20 losses in a row to middling football powers. The back-to-back stumbles have them on the verge of 

falling out of the race. They need to win and hope for Chino and Buffalo losses to give meaning to their Week 16 showdown with 

Virden. A win seems likely here, but then so did last week’s tilt against Cowtown before Jimmy G got hot. DeShaun Watson has the 

ability to take a team on his shoulders against the odds as well, as he showed against Vegas three weeks ago. When these teams met in 

Week Six, the Pegs were at the peak of their game and it showed in a 23-point blowout. The Crusaders are not the same team as they 

were then, with confidence dropping. Expect the superior talent to prevail, but not without a stiff fight. PICK: CHARLESWOOD 

 

HOLIDAY LEFTOVERS 
 

NEW JERSEY @ BRUXELLES (line – BOMBERS by 11) 

INJURIES: New Jersey – Ryan Griffin (PROBABLE), James Bradberry (DOUBTFUL), Jamal Adams (OUT), Robert Quinn (OUT), 

Delanie Walker (OUT); Bruxelles – Fabien Moreau (DOUBTFUL), Kerryon Johnson (OUT), Isaiah Wynn (OUT); 
 

What looked like a “circle date on calendar” match-up prior to the season, looks today like a “shovel-driveway-and-make-beer-run-

before-4 o’clock” kind of game, judging from the cavernous gap separating these teams in the standings. But the Bombers were the 

answer to the trivia question; “what team did the Wrecking Balls beat in 2020?” prior to New Jersey’s win over Georgia last week – a 

reminder of the “any given Sunday” thing. The Bombers have nowhere to rise or fall – they are out of contention for the East Division 

and are officially locked in to the no.1 wildcard spot. Theoretically, they can start resting players now if they choose. On the other hand, 

the Wrecking Balls will face their toughest task of the year if they find themselves competing in this one: How to lose without making it 

obvious. With Trevor on the line, don’t be surprised if the Balls “see what they have” in Jordan Love. PICK: BRUXELLES 
 

VIRDEN @ TWIN CITIES (line – VIOLATORS by 11) 

INJURIES: Virden – Eric Ebron (OUT), Trae Waynes (OUT), Nasir Adderley (IR), Derrius Guice (IR), Ben Watson IR); Twin Cities 

– Noah Igbinoghene (PROBABLE), Kwon Alexander (OUT), Bradley Roby (OUT), Antonio Brown (COVID-19);  
 

With the no.1-ranked Coyotes facing two strong opponents to end the season, the Violators still have a shot at the no.1 seed in the Pacific 

Conference. They need to do their part with a win here, which by my calculation is a 96% certainty with Mitch Trubisky starting at QB 

for the Triumph and a 101% certainty if Jameis Winston makes any appearance whatsoever on the field. The real question, for those 

interested in making a tiny wager, is whether the Triumph can stay close. That answer will also depend on whether Winston sees the 

field at all. It is amazing how much damage one player can do in a hurry to his own team. I don’t expect to see Winston here, unless 

things get completely out of hand. But I’ve been wrong before and…well…there is always Trevor to consider. PICK: VIRDEN  
 

PICKERING @ BUDAPEST (line – NORTH STARS by 15) 

INJURIES: Pickering – Nathan Shepherd (PROBABLE), Prince Amukamara (DOUBTFUL), Karl Joseph (OUT), Romeo Okwara 

(OUT), Damarious Randall (OUT), Calvin Ridley (OUT), Sterling Shepard (IR), Malik Jackson (IR). Budapest – Jordan Howard 

(PROBABLE), Justin Britt (OUT), Jacob Hollister (OUT).  
 

The once-proud Spartans are doing their best to keep their helmets high to end the season, but it’s tough to do when embarking on a tr ip 

across the ocean to face the top-seed in the Conference, carrying six losses in a row under their belts. When healthy, Pickering has no 

edge over the North Stars and they enter this contest (I use the term “contest” loosely) with an ox cart full of injuries, including their top 

two wide receivers. This all but guarantees that even a “hot” Philip Rivers will ultimately fail against the no.1-ranked Budapest defence 

and Pickering will have to rely on De’Andre Swift breaking off another one of those long runs to score a touchdown. But do the Stars 

have the killer instinct on offence to win by double-digits? Not typically, but with their defence they won’t need it. PICK: BUDAPEST 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE EFL ARCHIVES – Week Fourteen of the 2014 

EFL season was about as exciting as watching televised 

darts. The most notable game was a close call experienced 

by the North Division front-running Spartans against 3-win 

Scarborough. A bit of Peyton Manning magic at the end set 

up the 21-yard game-winning chip shot by Sebastian 

Janikowski with 0:29 to give Pickering a 30-27 win. For a 

team with Championship aspirations, the Spartans were not 

exactly dominating weaker competition. 

 The week’s most hyped game involved RGIII of 

the Banana Sluggs going against the Cubs and what the  

   

  

network called, The Magic of Russell Wilson. The Cubs pivot 

had led some incredible comebacks in 2014 and, although he 

had been benched for the three games prior to this match-up in 

favour of Colin Kaepernick, the ‘Wizard of Wa,’ was expected 

to appear in this important game against West-leading Santa 

Clara. The game went according to script up until the end. The 

Sluggs were forced to punt back to Iowa with 1:38 remaining, 

holding on to a 27-22 lead. Russell Wilson took over at his own 

18 with one timeout remaining. But instead of marching up the 

field and scoring a touchdown with no time left on the clock, 

Wilson was only able to reach mid-field before the Cubs’ hopes 

fizzled on an incomplete pass on 4th & 5.  

 Banana Slugg defensive end, Charles Johnson earned 

Defensive Player of the Week for his performance against the 

Cubs. He finished with 3 sacks, 1 stuff, a forced fumble and was 

instrumental in stopping Wilson, sacking him twice on the final 

drive. The Offensive Player of the Week was Matt Ryan, whose 

323 yards passing and 3 touchdowns in a 38-6 win over 

Gwinnett stood out in an otherwise unspectacular slate of 

games. The cream was rising to the top, revealing 7 solid teams 

at the top and virtually nothing of any danger below those. It 

was not going to be Cinderella’s year. 

   

PRESENTS 

AURORA @ ERIEAU (line – MUSTANGS by 5) 

INJURIES: Aurora – Timmy Jernigan (OUT). Erieau – LeSean McCoy (PROBABLE), Jabrill Peppers (QUESTIONABLE), Josh Gordon 

(DOUBTFUL), Rhett Ellison (OUT). 
 

Erieau gave the Mustangs a run for their money in Week Three, prompting commentators at the time to take notice of Kyler Murray and 

the Cadillac defence. At times this year, the idea that Erieau might actually pose a challenge to Aurora did not sound like the stuff of 

‘alternate universe’ science fiction. Some thought it might happen. But after a four-game win streak to start the second half, reality set in 

for the Caddies and they find themselves in the ditch once more, just with a little less damage to the chassis. The Mustangs have the 

division locked up but still want to hang on to the no.2 seed in order to ensure a home field in the Quarter Finals. Don’t expect them to 

take it easy on their sad sack rivals when the action starts, it’s not their style. But they do like to sneak in rest days for their more fragile 

starters occasionally. I see an opportunity for Erieau to surprise if Aurora rests too many good players. PICK: AURORA 
 

SEATTLE @ LAS VEGAS (line – ASSASSINS by 3) 

INJURIES: Seattle – Myles Jack (OUT), Kareem Jackson (OUT), Marshon Lattimore (OUT), Hunter Renfrow (OUT), Darian 

Thompson (OUT), Kareem Hunt (IR);  Las Vegas – Taylor Decker (PROBABLE), Greg Van Roten (OUT), Akhello Witherspoon (OUT); 
 

When these teams met the first time, the Assassins’ prospects looked fairly bright after a come-from-behind victory in the 4th quarter. It 

was a comeback engineered by the back-up quarterback, however, and many people point to it as being the beginning of the team’s 

undoing. Carson Went kept starting, but kept getting benched. The back-ups did not know where they stood. Eventually all played poorly 

– until Week 13 when Wentz suddenly came alive. He stayed hot last week versus Brooklin, but the defence let him down. Now they 

look like a solid favourite to get booth feet out of the basement against fading Seattle. The Pilots have been losing altitude recently and 

last week they crashed against a strong Budapest team. The players look tired and a few key ones are injured. It was inevitable that such a 

high-morale, low-talent team would run out of gas down the stretch, so here they are, looking at the basement. PICK: LAS VEGAS 
 

GEORGIA @ EAST ELMHURST (line – IRISH by 6) 

INJURIES: Georgia – Andrew Wylie (PROBABLE), Will Fuller V (OUT), Josh Jacobs (OUT), Tua Tagovailoa (OUT). East 

Elmhurst – Christian Jones (DOUBTFUL), Nelson Agholor (OUT), Adam Thielen (IR), CJ Anderson (IR). 
 

The Glads announced that Big Ben would start this week, but apparently that announcement did not make it to the Vegas oddsmakers. Or 

maybe it did and they are unconvinced that Ben is all the way back from his season-long, full body injury. He looked good in relief last 

week, throwing against a defence that is notorious for collapsing in the 4th quarter. But hanging two touchdowns on the Wrecking Balls 

late in the 4th is something a High School quarterback could do. A Ben with too much rust in his brain will not succeed against an Irish 

team that rushes the quarterback well and gets its share of interceptions. The Glads got their first win back in Week 3 against the Irish; 

the defence kept Ryan Fitzmagick in check all day. But it’s Baker Mayfield’s team now and he has shown more than a couple of flashes 

of that first round talent in recent weeks. Baker’s playing for his future, Big Ben is just tuning up. PICK: EAST ELMHURST  


