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January 31, 2021 

Who was slick 

in Week 

Sixteen? 

“Brylcreem” THE 

EFL’S FIRST SPONSOR 

Russell Wilson 

QB 

Iowa City  

Cubs  

29 of 46, 407 yds, 4 TDs, 38yds 

rushing. Torched Vegas in blowout win 

Chidobe Awuzie 

CB 

New Jersey 

Wrecking Balls 

7 T, 2 PD, 1 INT (10-yds), 2 FR – 1 TD. 

Was the offence and defence in WB win 

EAST 

CENTRAL 

NORTH 

WEST 

COASTAL 

SOUTH 

Charleswood kicker, Daniel 

Carlson reacts to his game-

winning, 24-yard field goal as time 

expired in OT, lifting the Patriots 

over the Triumph 34-31 and, in the 

process, losing the Trevor Bowl. 

With New Jersey winning earlier 

in the day, knocking the Derailers 

out of the playoffs, the battle for 

the first overall pick in the draft – 

expected by most to be Clemson 

QB, Trevor Lawrence – came 

down to this contest between 

division rivals Charleswood and 

Twin Cities. In a back-and-forth 

game that neither side seemed to 

want to dominate, the outcome 

went down to the wire, with the 

Pats surviving a DK Metcalf 

fumble near mid-field to march on 

and get into easy field goal range 

for Carlson, who had missed 

earlier from 30 yards. The kick 

sealed the fate of the Clemson star, 

who will likely find himself in the 

sky blue of the Triumph next year. 

But controversy reigns, as 

accusations of “tanking” swirl in 

the media. (See Spats McChad inside) 
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The Derailers had to win to advance to the post-season and it looked like they would have little trouble against rookie QB, Jordan Love. The New 

Jersey offence was dead in the water early while Lamar Jackson overcame a 1st quarter red zone pick to give his team the lead on a 5-yard TD pass to 

Ty Johnson. But the Buffalo offence froze up after Harold Landry III forced a Jackson fumble that Chidobe Awuzie returned for a TD. Awuzie struck 

again at the end of the 2nd, picking off Jackson to set up the eventual game-winning FG and later covering up the game-clinching fumble in the 4th.  
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Teddy Bridgewater was an early sub for starter Ryan Tannehill, and he guided the Coyotes to an imposing 28-6 half time lead with the help of two Jared 

Goff interceptions, chunk runs by Raheem Mostert and Adrian Peterson and 175 receiving yards from Julio Jones. But a strip-sack of Bridgewater at his 

own 41 to start the 3rd turned the tide against the Coyotes in the 2nd half. Goff converted the opportunity with the first of 3 TD passes to Travis Kelce while 

the Bruxelles’ defence clamped down, giving the offence the opportunity to post 29 unanswered points then holding off a final Coyote push at the end. 

By Chris Sherman 
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DJ Moore’s 7th fumble of the season set up the Pats for a quick Alvin Kamara TD to open the scoring. That was the first strike in a 28-point 1st half for 

the Pats that ended with highlight reel, 89-yard catch-and-run by DK Metcalf with 0:25 left. The Triumph countered with a Mitch Trubisky TD sneak 

but the Pats added a 4th quarter FG to lead by 8 until Kenny Golladay snared a 14-yard TD pass and Clyde Edwards-Helaire converted to tie it at 31 

with 0:23 left. Daniel Carlson missed a 30-yard attempt on the Pats’ first possession of OT, but made the 24-yard game-winner with no time left in OT. 
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The Violators scored TDs on their first two possessions of the game, causing the Crusaders to press. They tried to convert 4 th & 1 at their own 34 on 

their next series, but Aaron Jones was stopped for no gain, which set up a short field for Virden to drive it home with Ezekiel Elliott’s second TD run of 

the game. The disastrous start continued for the Crusaders when Jamie Collins Jr stripped Jones of the ball and the Violators recovered at the Peg 

City 13. Royce Freeman ran it on the next play to cap a 28-point 1st quarter. Peg City would never recover and Virden cruised to an easy win 



   

27

 

  24

 

  

Marshon Lattimore picked off Dak Prescott on the game’s opening drive to flip the field and sent Seattle in for the game’s first score. The Convicts 

tied it up on the ensuing drive, with Prescott hitting 5 of 6 passes, including a long slant to Michael Gallup for a 17-yard TD. The teams exchanged 

FGs and TDs in an intense 2nd quarter, ending the 1st half in a 17-17 tie. Darnold went down to injury early in the 3rd. Eli Manning came in and 

promptly threw a 39-yard TD pass to Denzel Mims to give Seattle the lead. Josh Lambo added a 51-yard FG and Chino was unable to make it back.   

21

 

  45

 

  

Jason Pierre-Paul had 2 sacks in the first 2 series to keep the Assassins’ offence in check while the Cubs’ offence went on to build a 17-0 lead on 2 

TD passes from Russell Wilson and a Justin Tucker FG. Then the Cubs’ defence got on the score sheet when Fletcher Cox dumped Carson 

Wentz behind the line and forced a fumble that Casey Hayward Jr returned 26 yards for a TD and a 24-0 halftime lead. LV got on the board with a 

Dalvin Cook TD run on their first series of the 2nd half, but the Cubs replied with a long TD drive of their own to set up garbage time scoring in the 4th  
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A depleted Cowtown secondary, sitting 3 of its 4 starters, became easy pickings for Drew Brees and Odell Beckham Jr., who hooked up for 157 

yards and 2 TDs on 8 catches to lead the Sebastian offence. Brees added TD passes to Golden Tate and Jason Witten, giving him 4 on the day, and 

broke the 300-yard barrier in yards. But the Corn Kings’ Jimmy Garoppolo battled back with 3 TD passes of his own, keeping his team close most of 

the game, but he could not overcome 3 costly turnovers, including a strip-sack by Christian Wilkins on their first series that set the tone for the loss. 
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The Thunder Lizards excelled in all areas of the game in jumping out to a stunning 28-0 lead. Nick Chubb pounded out 43 yards on 5 carries to open 

the contest and set up the first of 5 Josh Allen TD passes on the day. Then Richard Sherman intercepted Joe Burrow’s 3rd pass of the game and 

returned it 44 yards for a TD. This was followed by a Justin Simmons pick and a Bruce Irvin strip-sack, both takeaways leading to points by the 

offence. Chris Carson provided the lone highlight for Scarborough with a 52-yard TD run, but Durham stayed firmly in control and blew out the Eagles. 
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The defences fought stoically throughout this game, holding the opposing offences each to a pair of field goals over nearly a full three quarters. But on 

the final play of the 3rd, facing 3rd & 4, Aaron Rodgers fired a bullet to Sammy Watkins for a 1st down. Watkins then pitched it to a trailing Stephon 

Diggs, who ran it all the way for a 59-yard TD and a 13-6 lead. The Stars would add a FG late in the 4th after stopping York on 4th down. Tom Brady led 

a late TD drive, finding Zach Ertz for the score from 9 yards out with 0:32 left. But Budapest recovered the onside kick and ran out the clock for the win. 
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With the Hawks resting most of their starters in the secondary, the Spartans had an opportunity that they did not mess up. Philip Rivers threw for 353 

yards and 4 TDs to four different receivers while a trio of running backs, led by Justin Jackson’s 52 yards in 7 carries, racked up 119 yards and ate up 

time of possession to keep the ball out of the hands of Derek Carr. The Hawks’ still managed to stay close, thanks to Carr’s 271 yards, 4 TD passes 

and perfect 158 passer rating, but an 8-yard TD run by Miles Sanders mid-way in the 4th put Pickering in front to stay and Rivers’ 4th TD put it away.  
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After exchanging punts to open the game, the Mustangs galloped 89 yards in 11 plays, mixing in 3 chunk runs by Kenyan Drake, to grab the 7-0 lead on 

a 6-yard scramble by Matt Ryan. Aurora would not look back. Devin Singletary peeled off a 43-yard run to set up a 14-yard TD pass to Dallas Goedert 

to make it 20-0. The Glads punted it back and Davante Adams sparked another TD drive with a 31-yard catch to set up a 16-yard scoring throw to Duke 

Williams to make it 27-0. Georgia scrapped out a FG before the half for their only points The Mustangs cantered away in the 2nd half for the easy win. 
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On a cold and windy day in Erieau, slow-moving offences battled to a 3-3 draw until late in the 2nd quarter when Kyler Murray got the Cadillac rolling with 

a 3rd & 10 conversion to Josh Gordon and a couple of long scrambles to set up a 19-yard check-down TD to Nyheim Hines and a 10-3 lead. The Irish 

were unable to mount serious challenge after that. The recently hot Baker Mayfield was cooled off by an Erieau secondary that picked him off twice, one 

of those in the red zone setting up a Murray TD run, and batted away 7 of his passes. Myles Garrett registered his 6th and 7th sacks of the season. 
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Near the end the win.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

WEEK SIXTEEN 



  

    



       



     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NEW YORK – The COVID-19 footprint on player availability in the 2020 regular season turned out to about two sizes smaller than 

expected. There were some notable players affected in the first half of the season, but their examples reinforced adherence to the 

league’s strict protocols by the rest of the players in the second half.  

Such was not the case with Antonio Brown, however. Having placed himself on the voluntary COVID-19 restricted list (the 

only player on the list), he bounced around the United States looking for nightlife to relieve his boredom during the pandemic. Social 

media posts and cellphone video placed him at Whiskey Chicks, the Bricktown nightclub in Oklahoma City, the Carpenter Bar in 

Sioux City, South Dakota and the Voodoo Lounge in Des Moines, Iowa; all while supposedly under self-quarantine. Finding 

midwestern COVID-style nightlife not up to his speed, he suddenly announced himself COVID-free prior to the Triumph’s 

scheduled Week Nine match against Peg City, only to then test positive for COVID-19 before he could practice with the team. The 

incensed Brown went on a social media rampage after that, outright accusing the league of fixing the result to keep him off the field 

– which is probably true. With everything else going on the last thing the league or the Triumph wanted was another embarrassing 

tantrum by Brown in full view of the TV cameras. 

Brown nursed his wounds and stayed silent for several weeks before resurfacing on Twitter prior to the final week of the 

season to declare that he would be ready for playoffs. This brought on a torrent of ridicule on social media. It seemed that Antonio 

Brown was either the only person who had not kept up with his team’s progress – or lack thereof – during the season; or else he was 

taunting his coach, Guy Williams, as if to say: “look where you are without me!”  

In either case, Brown would be a week late. For the Triumph, the playoffs would begin and end in Week Sixteen, with all 

eyes focused on the Trevor Bowl.  

  THE TREVOR BOWL 

With news arriving from the early Sunday games that the Wrecking Balls had upset the Derailers, knocking Buffalo out of the 

playoffs and New Jersey out of the running for the no.1 pick in the draft, the confirmation that the impending contest between the 

Triumph and the Pats would decide who would get the first pick in the draft generated extra excitement. Losing was on the minds of 

the management of both teams. To be honest, most Triumph fans were on board with a “strategic loss” as well, having had their  full 

of Jameis Winston and being still skeptical of Mitch Trubisky. Pats fans were divided. Many felt they already had their ‘franchise 

quarterback’ in DeShaun Watson. There were dissenters, of course, as Watson had done nothing to improve the bottom line since 

his arrival in 2017. But as much as Triumph and Patriots management would have been ecstatic at a loss, the people who ultimately 

decide these matters on the field had the opposite in the forefront of their minds.  

 “You part of the team that needs the most help next year, that’s nothing to be proud of,” Triumph captain, Bobby Wagner 

told reporters. “It’s a stain on all of us who gave it everything. You don’t want to be that team!” 

 “This has been a tough year for us,” said Pats safety, Derwin James Jr. “We definitely want to go out on a high note. We 

gotta send a message for next year. Both these teams – we’re used to be being on top, ya know. Every time we face them, we gotta 

send a message – even this year.” 

 It had been a tough and injury-plagued year for the Pats up-and-coming star safety. Had he been healthy for the entire 

season, the Pats’ secondary would probably not have been riddled like a target at a Las Vegas shooting range. Now he was back, at 

the exact wrong time as far as Jason Findlay was concerned. But the wily Patriots’ owner was not about to send the wrong message 

to his team or the few diehard fans who cared more about a win over the hated Triumph than the first pick in the draft. 

 “We want to win this game,” Findlay said in his weekly interview on ‘Peek at the Pats’ on local TSN2190 radio in 

Winnipeg. “The Patriots have always been about going out there and trying to win every game. We’ve had our struggles this year, 

but that doesn’t mean our players and our organization aren’t doing all we can to win.” 

 Sometimes, the strategic needs of an organization conflict with the fundamental principle of competition essential to the 

integrity of the game. In such circumstances, the balancing act between maintaining the appearance of competitiveness while 

subverting it at the same is a delicate and dangerous endeavour. Appearances are important – and they matter as much to the players 

as they do to the fans and the media. So, in the lead up to this game, the opposing coaches tried some “innovative” approaches to 

getting their players prepared for this biggest of games.  

 Guy Williams drove his players hard during the week, running four-a-day practices, involving pads and full contact, calling 

      

 

  



 

  

spot midnight walkthroughs, while limiting their diet to fare from the keto section of the Birdie Burger menu. It was a grueling regimen 

that Vince Lombardi, at his most sadistic, would not have contemplated. 

 “We are going into this game hungry and tired! Tired of being last! Hungry for victory!” Williams barked at his players. “You are 

lean, mean fighting machines! Lean and mean! Sick and tired! Sick at the thought of losing. Tired of all the bullsh^t! Remember – you’re 

all hungry, sick and tired!” 

 By the time Sunday rolled around the Triumph were bone-weary. Mitch Trubisky, gave an incoherent interview to Lars 

Odegard of the Valhalla Press. When asked what this game meant to him and the team, Trubisky, his eyes deep-set in dark sockets and 

his clammy skin a dull shade of aluminium, slurred: “Is a game a test of all the wills and other people who said we can’t win the basket of 

tomatoes. We know who we are and we aren’t what they say we know and we aren’t what that is all about! But we’ll see it. You’ll see it. 

It’s not a frozen thing, it’s a mountain.” 

 Patriots’ owner, Jason Findlay took the opposite approach to getting his team ‘ready.’ “Give the players the week off,” he 

reportedly told is head coach. “They’ve earned it. They already know our five plays inside out. Unless you want to install something 

‘special’ or practice a blitz or something, then let them go home and work on their visualization. Yeah, that’s it – their visualization!”  

Findlay and his coach readily agreed that it would not be smart to install a new play at this point, especially now that the players 

had nearly perfected the off-tackle run to both sides of the line, the hitch pass at both the short and medium levels, and the medium fly for 

come-from-behind situations. And throwing in a blitz would confuse them even more than their opponent, as the Pats had not called a 

single blitz all season. 

A relaxed DeShaun Watson, coming off a week of dabbling in music, broke into a little homemade rap when asked by Charlie 

Wood of the Charleswood Banner how he had prepared mentally for this game:  

“The plane drops deep as does my ball, 

I juke ‘cuz to juke is the mother of recall, 

Behind the walls of masks, our line is defined, 

Balling in a Charleswood is a state of mind!”  

 The song went on for about two minutes (see complete lyrics here) before he finally spoke: “As you can see, Charlie, I wrote 

some music to get in that Charleswood state of mind – the mindset of victory!”  

 And so, the exhausted Triumph faced off against the edgeless Patriots in the game pundits had dubbed the Trevor Bowl. 

 “They’re calling this game the Trevor Bowl, Greg,” FOX play-by-play announcer Chris Myers noted as the camera panned over 

the field and empty seats at Patriot Place. “What do you, as a player, do when your team’s has nothing to play and a loss means the first in 

the draft?” 

   “I played on some Regulators teams that weren’t all that competitive, Chris,” former wide receiver Greg Jennings replied. “But 

we were never in that position exactly – chance of picking first. We played to win every game. We didn’t think about draft picks. Some 

guys, who, you know, were worried about their roster spot; well they played hard, like their jobs were on the line. For the players it really 

is about pride and some people might not understand that, but the players do. You stop having pride; you won’t last long in this league.” 

 So, the players took the field with a certain determination. They did not want to embarrass themselves. As a result, the game 

unfolded initially like one might expect a game between two teams with a combined 5 wins would unfold. After an initial three-and-out by 

the Pats’ offence, Triumph punter returner DJ Moore, looking to make a move with one eye on the gunner zeroing in on him, bobbled the 

punt and the Pats recovered at the Triumph 17-yard line. Four straight plays to Alvin Kamara – one pass and three runs – and the Pats 

were in the end zone for the opening score. It was Kamara’s 12th touchdown of the season – the most on the team – and he celebrated with 

enthusiasm. His teammates joined him, apparently oblivious to the jeopardy in which this placed the team’s draft position. 

 Standing near the sideline at his coach’s side, Pats owner, Jason Findlay, was inscrutable under his mask. As Kamara bounced 

back to the bench, Findlay offered him a nod of encouragement – he had to maintain appearances.  

 The ensuing kickoff gave the Triumph their first possession of the game. They put together a semblance of a drive, which was 

kept alive by a 4th & one-foot gamble from their own 35, that ultimately ended with a Mitch Wishnowsky punt that rolled dead at the 

Charleswood 8-yard line. Although the punter was clearly happy with the result – high-fiving center Garrett Bradbury on the way back to 

the Triumph sideline – how coach Guy Williams felt about it was impossible to tell. He stood still on the sideline, his face almost totally 

covered under his peaked cap by double masks and aviator goggles. 

 On the Pats next series, a relaxed Watson flicked the ball casually toward Parris Campbell, but it hung up a touch too long and 

was deflected by Bradley Roby into the arms of Kwon Alexander, who returned it 20-yards to the Charleswood 12-yard line. A FOX 

camera happened to catch Jason Findlay initially raise his arm and clench his fist at the moment the Triumph linebacker secured the ball, 

before glancing sideways and suddenly turning it in towards his body in a gosh-darn-it motion. The producer decided to run the sequence 

on the replay. 

 “And if you are wondering whether the Patriots organization cares about winning this game, just look at owner Jason Findlay’s 

reaction to that interception, Greg!” Myers remarked. “He is not happy at all about it.” 

 “Yes, Chris,” replied Jennings. “It looked like he might have thought that Alexander dropped that ball, but when he realized that 

it was an interception he reacted with obvious disappointment. These owners – they have their own little club and they don’t want to be  

  



  

last in line at the end of the season.” 

 Despite the great field position, the Triumph could not get the ball into the end zone. Rookie defensive lineman, AJ Epenesa 

batted down a pass at the line on 3rd & 3 and the Triumph settled for a field goal. A gift-wrapped chance to tie the game had been 

squandered. The Pats led 7-3 and now had a chance to increase their lead. 

 Jason Findlay leaned over and spoke in his coach’s ear. The coach gave him a quick nod and looked at his play sheet. After an 

aborted pass attempt resulted in a 5-yard scramble by Watson, the Pats turned to the ground game with Kamara. The creases in Findlay’s 

furrowed brow deepened as he watched his offence move almost effortlessly down the field. Despite running the same off -tackle play six 

out of seven plays and making no effort to conceal what was coming, the Triumph defence arrayed against him bent with alarming ease.  

 A hot mike take caught Findlay talking to his coach. “What’s wrong with those guys?” he snapped in annoyance after Kamara 

knifed through a feeble lunge from a noticeably slimmer Rasheen Green. “Since, when are these guys this weak?” 

 Kamara carried the ball 6 times for 61 yards to the Triumph 1 before Watson consummated the effort with a 1-yard drive into the 

end zone for a touchdown and a 14-3 Charleswood lead. It was Watson’s 6th rushing touchdown of the season, good for 3rd most among all 

quarterbacks. Although not particularly known for his legs, the Charleswood QB was capable of grinding up turf if he needed to.  

 The Triumph coach held his statuesque posture on the sideline – the lights of Patriot Place producing a glare off the top of his 

goggles. It was impossible to tell what he was thinking, but the announcers felt obliged to fill in the gaps. 

 “Already down 11 points, Triumph coach Guy Williams is not panicking, Greg,” observed Myers. “Look how calm he is right 

now. He’s been in this situation before.” 

 “Yes, Chris, he knows there is plenty of game left,” weighed in Jennings. “He is a real competitor and he will have an answer 

here.” 

 Whether by design or by accident, the Triumph did respond. After getting his bell rung by Danny Shelton on a 2nd down sack, a 

wobbly Trubisky dropped back and slung a no-look pass in the direction of Devin Duvernay, who plucked it out of the air on the run and 

ran through Jimmy Moreland for a 35-yard gain. Two plays later, Trubisky targeted Kenny Golladay on a long slant into the end zone 

from 30-yards out for a touchdown. The Pats lead was shrunk to 14-10. Golladay, who had been taking heat from a vocal minority of 

Triumph fans who blamed him for Antonio Brown’s mental breakdown, celebrated as if he had won a championship. His coach, however, 

stood frozen – watching impassively through his goggles. 

 On the other side, Jason Findlay leaned into this coach’s ear as the Pats’ offence took the field after the kickoff. On the first play 

of the ensuing drive, his offence ran the unfailingly predictable off-tackle to the right side behind Laremy Tunsil. But this time, the Pats’ 

coach made the mistake of handing the ball to rookie JK Dobbins. The hungry rookie, back-up to Kamara, looking to prove himself, 

bowled through the enfeebled Triumph defence for a 43-yard gain. Four plays later, Dobbins got the call on a short hitch for a 4-yard 

touchdown reception. Early in the 2nd quarter it was already 21-10 for the Patriots. Fans who hated the Triumph were gloating. 

 The Pats’ defence chipped in to keep their momentum going. Trubisky was sacked by Carl Lawson then AJ Epenesa to end a 

drive that had briefly crossed mid-field before going backwards. Lawson celebrated his 4th sack of the season by raising his head to the sky 

and pounding on his chest. He was now the sack leader on a team that had shown little aptitude for pressuring opposing quarterbacks. 

Epenesa was less demonstrative, knowing that his 3 sacks on the year were about half of what the team had hoped to get from the rookie. 

But there was hope for more to come on this day. The Triumph offensive line could hardly stand, let alone pass block.  

 After a three-and-out by the Patriots’ offence, Epenesa split a gap between Trent Brown and Trey Hopkins and took Trubisky 

down for a 7-yard loss on the Triumph’s first play from scrimmage. That put the rookie in a tie for the team lead in sacks and secured him 

a better position going into the off-season. Wherever the Pats would pick, with each sack he logged in the season’s final week, the less 

likely it would be that they would pick an edge rusher. 

 Somehow the Triumph offence recovered from the first play setback. Trubisky’s languid bearing, the result of too much work and 

not enough sleep, had the one advantage of making him virtually unconscious of what he was doing, which tended to improve his play. His 

next two passes were on the money and made up the first down yardage. The team pushed closer into field goal range until a holding 

penalty on guard, Chris Lindstrom, stalled them at the Pats’ 29-yard line. Dustin Hopkins came on and kicked the 47-yard field goal with 

0:59 left in the first half, to shave the Pats’ lead down to 21-13.  

 The Triumph kicked off deep to return specialist, Jalen Richard, who attempted a return from 2 yards deep and ended up gang-

tackled at the 8-yard line. With so little time and so far to go, the Patriots did not attempt to make something of the 0:49 that were left. 

They ran the usual pair of off tackle runs to start the drive – one to the left and one to the right – resulting in 3 yards. The Triumph, seeing 

the Pats were conceding, called a pair of timeouts in the hope of getting the ball back. That plan failed when, on 3 rd and 7, Watson fired a 

ball into a sea of white jerseys to DK Metcalf, who spun and turned up field, splitting two converging defensive backs on his way to open 

green. The dead-on-their feet Triumph secondary was no match for Metcalf’s speed. He scored easily to finish off an 89-yard scoring play. 

 “What an unbelievable play by DK Metcalf!” exclaimed the play-by-play announcer, Myers. “It looked like the Patriots were 

going nowhere and the Triumph were going to get the ball back then Metcalf hits the homerun on a hanging curve from the Triumph 

defence! And Charleswood increases its lead with just 25 seconds left in the first half!” 

 “That is just embarrassing for the Triumph defenders, Chris,” commented Jennings. “They’re trying to make the stop deep in their 

opponents’ end to get the ball back in good field position and they end up giving up an 89-yard touchdown. Ouch!” 

  

  



  

Chino’s Rob Nazar, looks down in exasperation after a personal foul 

penalty on Marcus Cannon backs his team up 12 yards while trailing late. 

It was another bad day for Nazar. His team lost 27-24 to the Pilots.   

It looked as if the Pats would go into half time 

leading 28-13, but the Triumph had other plans. Starting at 

their own 25 with just 0:25 left, Trubisky fired a sideline 

pass that Moore took out-of-bounds for an 11-yard gain. 

Two plays later he lofted a bomb that was hauled in by 

Golladay at the 29-yard line of Charleswood. The Triumph 

burned their last timeout then Hopkins kicked his third field 

goal of the game as time expired to narrow the Patriots’ lead 

to 28-16.  

After one half of play, both teams had already 

exceeded their season-average points-per-game. The Trevor 

Bowl was turning into a shootout of sorts, although not the 

kind that makes the observer marvel at the prowess of the 

playmakers. The ineptitude of the defences was at least 

equal to the talent of the offences that had produced the big 

plays. This was no thoroughbred race for sure. 

The pace slowed down noticeably in the second 

half. The Pats looked a little too loose after retiring to the 

locker for an impromptu, early end-of-season awards 

ceremony featuring beer and liquor, generously provided by 

the owner. The Triumph looked even more spent after 

spending the better part of halftime doing wind sprints as 

punishment for their lifeless performance in the first half. 

The noticeable lack of water, Gatorade and training staff on 

both sidelines may have had something to do with the 

listless pace as well. The usual player supports had been 

either subtly reduced, altered, or removed entirely. 

The Patriots’ defence, posing no mysteries as 

usual, bent steadily as the Triumph pushed forward on their 

second possession of the 3rd quarter. They finally cracked 

the plane of the goal line on a 4th & goal sneak by Trubisky 

from about one-foot out. It wasn’t a typical sneak technique. 

The wobbly Trubisky simply fell forward, as if collapsing, 

 
after having been on the field for 6:35 minutes guiding the team’s longest offensive possession of the game. For his efforts he was rewarded 

with a dixie cup of water, dispensed with a bartender’s precision by the senior water boy under the direction of Coach Williams. The 

Triumph coach had taken on some of the brusque outward characteristics of his brutal ancestor, WWI fighter ace, Captain William “Wee 

Willie” Williams in adopting a drill sergeant’s attitude toward his suffering players. Williams had always run a tight ship, but treating his 

players like prisoners of war on a forced march was an extreme expression of his disciplinarian approach. But the situation called for 

desperate measures. Ineptitude was the natural state of the Patriots’ defence and they were not even living up to that low standard after their 

halftime party. Williams was aware of the danger that his offence could easily score again. 

 On the other sideline, Jason Findlay was offering words of encouragement to his players as they stumbled off the field. “Keep it 

up guys!” he barked through his mask. “They were holding on every play there. They got lucky! Keep doing what you’re doing.” 

 Loosened by a tequila shot, Daniel Carlson drilled a 43-yard field goal to cap Charleswood’s first series of the 4th quarter to 

extend the Charleswood lead to 8 points, 31-23. The Pats’ kicker had entered the game with the worst field goal percentage in the league, 

hovering around 69%. Carlson had yet to live up to his potential after being drafted in the 8 th round out of Auburn by the Wolverines in 

2018. Under 70% success rate was his career pace as his third full season drew to a close. At that moment, however, he had looked a lot 

like Justin Tucker. Jason Findlay clapped politely, but not vigorously, as holder Kevin Huber congratulated his battery mate and the 

offensive line broke into a round of celebratory head butts. Where did that come from? Findlay might have been thinking at that moment.  

 The abused Triumph offence was running on fumes. Patriots’ first-round pick Derrick Brown shunted aside center Garrett 

Bradbury like King Kong swatting a plane out of the sky and buried Trubisky for a 9-yard loss at the 1-yard line on 3rd & 25. Brown 

celebrated as if he had scored a safety. He now had 4 sacks for the year, fine numbers for an interior tackle in his rookie season, and a share 

of the team lead in that category. It was now far less likely the team would target a defensive tackle in the early rounds of the draft.   

 Punting from the back of his end zone, Mitch Wishnowsky got a hold of one, kicking it high in the air to be fielded by Richard at 

the 48 and returned 2 yards. A holding penalty on Patrick Queen backed the offence up, however, and after four straight runs by Kamara 

and an incomplete pass on 3rd down, the Pats were punting again. The Triumph punted back after making it to mid-field and flipping the  

  



  

field position battle in their favour. But time was running out. The Pats took over at their own 4-yard line with 3 minutes remaining. 

 The situation from the Pats’ side required a balance of clock management and plays designed to get first downs. Teams often save 

a few creative plays for these types of moments. On the Triumph side, they needed the ball back as soon as possible to score a touchdown 

and make a two-point conversion just to tie the game. But this was the Trevor Bowl. The usual tactical considerations did not apply.  

 The Patriots ran their customary off-tackle runs while the Triumph initially took a non-committal approach on defence before 

tightening up to play the run after Kamara gashed them for 10 yards. Surprisingly, the Triumph defenders held. They most certainly knew 

what the Pats were going to run (yes, the third down play was a medium hitch) and dug deep for something extra despite their fatigue.  

 The game was rising to its tepid climax. Trubisky needed to show that he could save a game in the final moments against one of 

the league’s weakest defences. That defence, maligned and denigrated by the fans and the press all season long, desperately needed to get a 

stop for pride’s sake. Management on either side did not necessarily want to witness their players’ success in this moment of truth, but 

remained powerless to stop it. Short of a blatant wholesale substitution for back-ups – which would be simply countered in kind by the 

other team – they could do little apart from the usual coaching moves to put their players in a less advantageous position.  

 Starting at their own 36, with three wide receivers deployed and running back Clyde Edwards-Helaire spread out wide, Trubisky 

– in automaton-like fashion – moved his team steadily up the field, rotating medium passes to Moore and Golladay and check downs to 

Edwards-Helaire. The impassive Patriots’ defence sat in its standard zone for the most part, giving ground with each play. In this way, the 

Triumph jalopy sputtered forward, approaching ever closer to the goal line. 

 It was impossible to read the thoughts of Triumph coach Guy Williams as he watched the quarterback who had failed him 

countless times fail him again by finding something extra in the final minute. He stood completely motionless at the sideline facing the 

field of play, his expression hidden behind his mask and goggles. On the other side of the field, Jason Findlay paced back and forth with a 

frenetic energy not seen since his team’s last Gayle Sayers victory. Was he stressed out by the softness of his defence or thrilled by it? 

 Finally, the Triumph reached the Pats’ 14-yard line, where Trubisky called his team’s last timeout with 0:30 remaining. 

Charleswood deployed their dime package while the Triumph remained in a three-wide set with the running back split. There was little 

room for error on either side. Trubisky, in shotgun, caught the snap and stared blankly at the Charleswood defenders. They were 

practically standing still protecting their respective areas of the field. He saw Golladay crossing through a gap between the linebackers and 

the safeties and unloaded a strike that the receiver caught in stride and carried unabated into the end zone for a touchdown. The artificial 

crowd noise suddenly boomed with cheers before it was abruptly cut off seconds later. The stadium technician responsible mistakenly 

turned the wrong dial, officials explained after the game.  

 The Triumph and Patriots lined up for the two-point conversion in the same formations. This time, however, Edwards-Helaire 

went in motion behind the line, took the handoff from Trubisky and abruptly turned inward toward the center of the line. It was a clumsy 

play that took time to develop – clearly one not often practiced – but it worked. The Patriots watched dumbfounded as the Triumph 

running back cut through their line and into the end zone. The game was now officially tied at 31 with 0:23 left in the 4th quarter.  

 “Unless DeShaun Watson and DK Metcalf can pull off another spectacular play, it looks like we will be heading to overtime, 

Greg,” observed Chris Myers as the teams lined up for the kickoff. 

 “I wouldn’t put it past them at this point, Chris,” colour analyst Greg Jennings added. “The way these teams are playing, 

anything can happen.” 

 The Pats were unable to pull off a miracle, however, and the gun sounded to end regulation as Huber’s game-ending punt rolled 

dead at the Twin Cities 16-yard line. The Trevor Bowl would continue into overtime. 

 The Triumph won the toss and started at their 25 after downing the kick in the end zone. Melvin Gordon swept to the right on the 

first play from scrimmage and cut up field for a nice 6-yard gain before Jaylon Ferguson punched the ball out and Johnathan Hankins 

recovered at the Triumph 31. The artificial crowd noise at Patriot Place switched from an anticipatory cheer to a groan before suddenly 

cutting off again then returning back to a cheer.  

 The tackle-hitch offence of the Pats did its job in moving the ball to the Triumph 12-yard line, where they faced 4th & 3. Twin 

Cities had already possessed the ball, albeit briefly, which turned this into a sudden death situation. Carlson came onto the field and lined 

up what amounted to an easy extra point. Jason Findlay bent forward, hands on his knees, unable to watch. Guy Williams turned to 

offensive coordinator, Davey Seal and nodded. Center, Brandon Linder snapped the ball to Huber, who put it down and spun away the 

seams. Carlson stepped forward and booted the ball up and to the right – no good.  

 The artificial crowd noise did not know what to do. There was no official reaction from Patriot Place. A loud expletive could be 

heard coming from the direction of the Triumph bench, but it was impossible for viewers to tell who had uttered it. The Triumph players 

celebrated the reprieve, while the Pats and their errant kicker hung their heads. Jason Findlay – a sudden jump in his gait – paced around 

the edges of the bench offering words of encouragement. “No problem! We’ll get it back!” he cried, a little too cheerfully. 

 The Triumph took over. By this time in the game, the fatigue of the Triumph players outweighed the natural bendiness of the 

Patriots’ defence. Trey Hopkins was flagged for holding Danny Shelton and that was enough to doom their effort. Wishnowsky punted on 

4th & 9 from the 21-yard line and the Pats took over at their own 33 with 4:33 left in the game.  

 Time was running out. In order for the Triumph to win, the Patriots would likely have go three-and-out or turn the ball over soon. 

The Triumph did not need the Pats to beat them in order to win the Trevor Bowl. They could simply let the Pats move the ball up the field. 

  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For the coaches and GMs, it was a simple matter of let it be. But for the players it was totally different story. Win or lose, their team 

would be picking early in the 2021 draft. Whether it was Trevor Lawrence, or somebody else, they would be scooping the cream off the 

top of the draft class. Or, worse, the team would trade away the pick for a raft of picks later in the first and second rounds. Somebody’s 

job was in jeopardy – maybe more than one – and no individual player wanted to be that guy on the chopping block.  

 On the third play of the Patriots’ drive, Triumph corner Jaire Alexander jarred the ball loose from Metcalf. For an instant, both 

sides held their breath. After a scramble the ball was covered up by Parris Campbell inches short of the line of gain, bringing up fourth 

down at the Patriots’ 43. The Patriots did not hesitate to go for it. Kamara bulled forward for a 3-yard gain to keep the drive alive. Three 

plays later, the Pats again faced 4th down, but this time they needed 3 yards from the Triumph 47. Going for it in this situation was 

fraught with risk, but punting it back to the Triumph would mean putting the game in their hands.  

 “The Pats have kept their offence on the field – it looks like they are going for it,” announced Myers. “Do you think they’re 

really going for it, Greg, or is it a ploy to draw the Triumph offside?” 

 “I think they are really going for it, Chris,” Jennings replied. “At this point in the season, the coaching staff must be thinking 

why not go for it. But if they don’t make it, the Triumph will get the ball in great field position with at least two minutes left to play.”  

 On 4th & 3, Watson dropped back and fired a short hitch to Kamara for 4 yards and a first down. The Triumph had tightened 

their zone, but had given enough room between the first and second levels to allow the Charleswood back to settle into a small hole. This 

brought up a new set of downs and the two-minute warning. 

 From there the Pats pecked away with medium range fly patterns and short hitches – their bread-and-butter pass plays – moving 

the ball all the way down to the Triumph 6-yard line before they called a timeout with 3 seconds left. While Watson had been moving his  

Wide receiver Michael Thomas of the Assassins flexes his muscles after coming down with a TD catch in the 4th quarter of Las 

Vegas’ 45-21 loss to Iowa City. Thomas would catch two more to give him 15 receptions in the game and vault him past Chino’s 

Christian McCaffrey for the league lead, with 134. Impressive as those totals are, DeAndre Hopkins league record of 145 still stands.  



 

  

team closer to victory and away from the first overall pick, Pats’ owner Jason Findlay had been engaged in a conversation with his 

kicker near the practice net. Carlson stared at him with a blank look of incomprehension on his face.  At one point, the animated Findlay 

extended his hand, palm down, and made a lowering motion. The camera cut away at that point to show Watson calling his final timeout. 

 “Well this is the ball game coming up here!” declared Myers as the special teams units on both sides ambled on to the field. 

“Barring some type of crazy event this will go in the books as a tie or a Charleswood win and the Triumph will be awarded the no.1 pick 

in the upcoming draft!” 

 “You and I and most of the football world are thinking about that pick, Chris, but I guarantee that the players aren’t thinking 

about it right now,” Jennings added. “except for Mitch Trubisky. He’s probably feeling miserable at this moment and praying for a 

blocked kick or a high snap and a long return to give the Triumph any chance of winning this game.” 

 The Patriots’ kicking unit lined up in front of kicker Daniel Carlson. The spent Triumph shambled in to place in front of them. 

The crowd noise had been turned off. An eerie silence engulfed the stadium, allowing the microphones to pick up chatter amongst the 

players. Both sides seemed resigned to the outcome and happy that the season was about to end right here. 

 The snap from Linder was true and the hold was well-placed, but Carlson hesitated. The Triumph line fell forward in exhaustion 

as they made a feeble attempt to block the kick. It was only when the holder, Huber, screamed “kick the damn ball!” that Carlson strode 

forward and made a straight, awkward chipping motion with his leg – reminiscent of a squib kick technique. Despite the bizarre motion, 

the ball sailed high and true, splitting dead center through the uprights. Carlson stared up in apparent disbelief then lowered his head. 

 “No doubt about this one – the kick is good and the Patriots win with no time left on the clock in overtime by the score of 34-

31,” pronounced Chris Myers with an air of finality. “What sweet redemption for Daniel Carlson, who missed a kick earlier that would 

have won the game. Look at him now, overcome by a sense of relief, clearly.” 

 “Yes, that’s the look of a player with a lot on his shoulders, Chris,” Jennings concurred. “Now he can look his teammates in the 

eye after giving them this win they fought so hard for!” 

 The players had certainly fought hard. But was this “victory” really the desired outcome for the Patriots’ organization? Despite 

appropriately stern expressions on the faces of Guy Williams and his coaching staff, how did Triumph brass really feel about losing? 

This game was the first anyone could recall since the start of the EFL that the two teams in contention for the first overall pick had faced 

each other to decide the matter. Curious anomalies had surrounded the action despite many otherwise normal outward appearances. It 

was, therefore, inevitable that the ‘T-word’ would be raised at some point in the postgame press conference. 

 “Some people have voiced the opinion that your team vastly underperformed this season,” began Deathspun columnist, Tarkin 

Smith-Abdullah, addressing Triumph coach Guy Williams. “How do you respond to allegations that you tanked the season in order to 

get Trevor Lawrence?” 

 The question, leading off the conference, clearly infuriated the Triumph coach. “Who the f*#k are you?” he snapped. “How do I 

respond? I respond the same way I respond to you: F^#k off!” 

 While Williams fended off veiled accusations and questions about his Week 16 pre-game regimen with savage invective, Jason 

Findlay found himself fumbling for words when reporters confronted him with “hot mic” evidence of his attempt to tamper with his own 

kicker moments before the game-winning kick.  

 He was clearly caught off guard when a question rose from the gallery: “Mr. Findlay, the FOX network ran a clip of you 

moments after Daniel Carlson’s game-winning kick where you are seen shaking your head and can be heard saying to your team’s coach, 

and I quote from the transcript, ‘that kid can’t do anything right! How hard is it to kick a ball low?’”   

 His face the shade of a Patriots’ home jersey, the venerable owner of two Championship squad stammered, “Well…I would 

have to hear that clip…but you know there is no reason for me to say something like that. I am sure I didn’t…didn’t say it…but I would 

have to hear it first because, you know, in the heat of a moment like that, sometimes things come out that aren’t what they sound like…or 

what a person means…yeah…” His voice trailed off and moments later he abruptly ended the session. 

 Although the Trevor Bowl brought it all into focus, the plight of the Triumph and the Pats had been a full season in the making. 

In fact, for the Pats, their descent had begun prior to the start of the season with the trading of their core veterans on defence. Their 

season then played out flaccidly, with the team mostly going through the motions with their five-play playbook on offence and not a 

single blitz call in 16 games on defence. For the Triumph, the disastrous switch to Jameis Winston as the starting quarterback and the 

Antonio Brown distraction had set the season off on the wrong foot. A curious lack of intensity from a coach known for his intensity 

characterized what will certainly go down as the strangest season in Triumph history, but one that – like the “Black Cubs” of 2012 – 

could very well herald the start of a very long string of success. Only time…and Trevor…will tell! 

  WEEK 16 REVERIE 

The final week of any football season features more than its share of meaningless games. Week 16 brings with it a drop in intensity 

suggestive of the fourth week of pre-season, when rosters are virtually set and all the back-ups, fighting for that one open spot on special 

teams, get to play. This year’s Week 16 felt more like that than usual. There was not very much to decide, apart from which players 

would get a week off for the teams already locked into post-season positions; and the finalizing of draft slots for teams not advancing to 

the tournament. This was a week without much definition, allowing even the most disciplined mind to drift away…here we go… 

The games that meant the most to the playoff picture brought little advance drama. Nobody expected flailing Peg City to pull it 

together enough to topple Virden at TERRORDOME. Even if they were able, the idea that the Convicts would lose at home to the low-  

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

flying Pilots and give the Pegs the opening they needed, seem far-fetched despite Seattle’s brimming reputation as a “giant killer.” 

Besides, the Convicts had not been looking very giant-like lately and therefore seemed unlikely to trigger Seattle’s special power. In the 

event, the tag-team of Sam Darnold and Eli Manning out-dueled Chino’s Dak Prescott in lifting Seattle to their 7th win of the season, a 

franchise record going all the way back to the team’s birth in 2012 as the Mission Viejo Monarchs.  Rookie wide receiver Denzel Mims 

had by far the best game of his one-year career, with 10 catches for 121 yards and two touchdowns against the inept Convicts’ secondary. 

Prescott, to the obvious chagrin of Warden Rob Nazar and the fury of the already angry and bloodthirsty Chino fanbase, threw two 

costly interceptions that led to Seattle’s first 10 points of the game. He also looked lost trying to lead his team from behind in the final 2½ 

minutes. Seattle’s surprise 27-24 win meant that the Convicts had to wait for the outcome of Sunday night’s game between Virden and 

Peg City to learn if they would advance or not. 

 Earlier in the day, on the east coast, the other of the Convicts’ competitors for the wildcard spot fell flat in the clutch. In a game 

the Derailers needed to win in order to advance and the Wrecking Balls needed to lose to stay in the running for the Trevor Sweepstakes, 

Lamar Jackson turned the ball over 3 times, one of those a fumble that Chidobe Awuzie picked up and returned for a touchdown, and 

Buffalo wound up falling to the woeful Wrecking Balls 13-9. To add salt in the wound, Lamar lost to a rookie QB making his first pro 

start. Jordan Love, an early second round pick of the Wrecking Ball brain trust, was let loose to show what he could do. He faced a 

determined Buffalo defence that did its part to save Daryl Brothers’ season. Love did not show much. The rookie finished with 97 

passing yards and threw 1 interception to 0 touchdown passes. This lack of production from Love speaks to how much of a colossal 

choke this was for the Derailers, in particular for Jackson, who had been credited with almost all of the team’s success to this point. In 

addition to the critical fumble resulting in New Jersey’s only touchdown, the Buffalo star was picked off twice, was sacked 6 times and 

rushed for a season-low 6 yards on just 2 carries. He finished the day with a 55.6 passer rating. One thing was plainly obvious to 

everyone watching this game: Jackson was not the same player he was at his early-season peak. He looked tired, bordering on exhausted; 

almost certainly the cumulative result of running the ball 236 times, more than all but 8 first-string running backs in the league. Add-in 

553 drop-backs (not including penalties on passing plays) and you have a massive amount of action for one player – even a player with 

the athletic gifts of a Lamar. What the Buffalo management hopefully discovered by riding their stallion into the ground, is that they will 

have to improve on Tevin Coleman and AJ Dillon as backfield complements – or else use them more.  

 At TERRORDOME in the Sunday Night climax, the Violators quickly alleviated the tension being felt by Rob Nazar and his 

Convicts and torpedoed the TV ratings at the same time by jumping out to a 28-0 lead over the Crusaders in the first quarter. Knowing 

that they needed to win to make the post-season, the Crusaders came out as flat as the Prairies on both sides of the ball, falling behind and 

staying behind the entire way in an anti-climactic 35-10 loss to Virden. The Pegs were a complete no-show in this game. The Violators, 

playing for number one seed in the Conference following the Coyotes’ loss to Bruxelles earlier in the day, looked confident and strong. 

They won the battles in the trenches on both sides of the ball and executed on offence when they needed to. Patrick Mahomes did not 

have a spectacular day in terms of numbers, finishing with just 187 yards and two touchdown passes. He stood aside in the game plan for 

Ezekiel Elliott, who ground out 75 tough yards on 22 carries, caught 6 passes and scored two touchdowns. A clearly frustrated Stephen 

Katopodis turned away from Kirk Cousins in the second half, handing the ball off to Aaron Jones and Saquon Barkley to try and 

generate something. When the coach on the receiving end of a blowout helps his tormentor to run out the clock – you know it’s a 

hopeless cause.  

The confirmation of the Violators as the no.1 seed in the Pacific was made possible by the superlative efforts of a Bomber team 

that had no place to go in Week 16, but decided to play all of their starters anyway against the no.1 seeded team through Week 15.  

“The Coyotes are a team we will have to go through eventually, so we better know how to play them,” explained Ken Main, 

when asked why he was not sitting stars like Travis Kelce and Leonard Fournette.  

Although Fournette did not factor in as heavily as he usually does, Kelce starred for the Bombers with 6 catches, 3 of those for 

touchdowns in Bruxelles’ amazing 35-28 comeback win. Top-rated passer and MVP Candidate Ryan Tannehill started, but looked off 

his game, throwing an interception on his first series and getting yanked in favour of Teddy Bridgewater in the middle of Cobb County’s 

second possession. It was an unusual move. What it means for Cobb County moving forward is not certain. 

“Ryan just looked like he had had enough,” Eron Osman said after the game, when asked about giving his starter the quick 

hook. “No, he is not injured, but when you see one of your key players pressing and putting himself at risk, why wait? We had planned to 

give Teddy half the game in any case – so I decided to make the switch a little early.” 

At the time it seemed to work like a charm. Bridgewater led the Coyotes to 4 touchdowns, 3 of those on passes, to build up a 28-

3 halftime lead. The halftime chatter on the network flirted with the idea that any quarterback could succeed in the Coyotes’ Wizard of Os 

offence. But the second half was a completely different ball game. Cobb County’s Adrian Peterson fumbled the ball away at the Coyote 

41 on the half’s opening drive. The turnover led to the first of Kelce’s three touchdown catches and set off the Bombers on both sides of 

the ball. Bridgewater completed just 7 passes in the second half and was unable to lead his team into field goal range until the very end, 

when they needed a touchdown. Bridgewater’s hurried throw on 4th & 1 at the Bombers’ 11 with 0:34 left was tipped in the air by Tavon 

Wilson to bring on the Victory Formation for the Bombers.  

After dominating the league through fifteen weeks, the Coyotes finish on an ominous note. Their “uninjured” quarterback left 

the game after his coach felt he had “had enough” and the defence gave up a 25-point lead in the second half. What does a prognosticator 

do with that information? As impressive as the Cobb County run has been, don’t be surprised if they are a one-and-done against the Cubs. 

My reverie continues as I let my mind drift over to the Atlantic Conference, where very little of interest was expected to occur   

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

and even less of interest transpired. 

 In one of two games that could have caused a minor adjustment to the final playoff picture in the Atlantic Conference, a clearly 

demoralized Blue Eagles team brought nothing with them to Jurassic Park this Sunday and suffered the consequences. The rising 

Thunder Lizards bludgeoned the wounded Eagles 48-7 in a game that was even more lop-sided than the score indicates. Unhappily for 

Scarborough fans who had bought both home and away Joe Burrow jerseys and were anxiously awaiting the Blue Eagles long-awaited, 

but still-not-released, special third jersey to complete their Burrow Jersey Collection, the promising rookie suffered his worst day as a 

pro, finishing with just 25 passing yards and throwing four interceptions before being mercifully yanked in favour of Drew Lock. For 

those who thought Burrow could not be worse this week than he was in Week Eight against these same Thunder Lizards, they were 

wrong. Burrow finished with a game-day passer rating of 4.4, three points less than the 7.4 he posted in the first game. The elite Durham 

secondary demonstrated, for the second time, that they could bait the no.1 overall pick into making bad choices. The rookie threw 14 

interceptions all year, half of those against Durham. On the other side, Nick Chubb ran over the Scarborough defenders, finishing with 

168 yards on 30 carries, while Josh Allen threw 5 touchdown passes to boost his season total to a relatively modest 23. We will see if 

this is a confidence-booster for the inconsistent Durham pivot going into what will be a tough post-season.  

 Durham’s plucking of the Eagles meant that all that was needed in order to bump up the Lizards to the number-two seed was for 

the Gladiators to bump off the Mustangs at Magna Park in Aurora. Georgia entered the game with the services of their rookie 

quarterback, Tua Tagovailoa back at their disposal, and were looking forward to giving their nemesis a challenge and something to 

worry about during the off-season…BWAA-HA-HA-HA-HA!  That was a good one! I even got myself there…oh dear! My gut is 

sore… FINAL: Aurora 37, Georgia 3 (game over after one half). 

Floating over to Tillman Field in Cowtown to begin my survey of the games that meant nothing in the standings but may, or 

may not, yet provide hidden meaning for Philosophers of Football in their quest for the meaning of the game. With nothing to play for 

other than the thrill of victory over Sebastian – a feeling they had experienced already once this season – the Corn Kings rested many of 

their starters who had been nursing minor ailments or hadn't been eating their Corn Flakes in the morning and needed the day off. 

Interestingly, team MVP TJ Watt was not one of them.  

When Coach Jim Coghlin was asked about it, he replied straightforwardly, “I cannot bench TJ – he’s a warrior. Warriors don't 

sit out games when they're healthy. If you want to turn a warrior into a pussy, sit him down and 'rest' him. See how happy he is about it!” 

Coghlin’s easy manner betrayed that he had thought this through – or somebody had it thought through for him. As if reading 

the crowd through the camera on his laptop he decided to forestall the ‘but-what-if-he-gets-injured’ question that he knew was coming by 

suddenly adding, “If any of you out there have the guts, you go tell TJ he has to sit in the press box while his defence is on the field!” 

The reference to "his defence" caught my attention. This year's edition of the Corn King defence indeed belongs to TJ Watt. He 

had an MVP-calibre season – whether he ends up winning it or not – which must be measured by more than just his statistics, although 

they too are impressive. Watt's presence on the field, like his brother's back in his salad days, motivates those around them to give it that 

extra bit of effort. Watt earns every penny of his rookie paycheque and the other players respect that. 

As for the game, the Cowtown B-Team almost proved itself a match for the Brees-led Swordfish. They fell short, largely due to 

three turnovers and their inability to stop the tandem of Drew Brees to Odell Beckham Jr, which combined for 157 yards and 2 

touchdowns. FINAL: Sebastian 32, Cowtown 27. 

 While Cowtown suffered the consequences of trimming their Week 16 roster, their future playoff opponent was undergoing the 

same trial at Optimist Field in Brooklin. With most of Hawks’ already suspect secondary resting up for the wildcard round, the Spartans’ 

Philip Rivers enjoyed the easiest targeting exercise of the 2020 campaign, finishing up with 4 TD passes and 353 yards passing to lead 

his team to a 35-30 victory. The success brought his mind back, ever so fleetingly, to the glory days (when those were exactly, I cannot 

recall – but he had them) and had him momentarily forgetting what week it was. “This was a total team effort,” Rivers declared 

ecstatically after the game. “It is something for us to build on going forward this season!” I don’t blame Rivers for losing track of time – 

it’s been a forgettable year for Pickering. Getting hammered week after week can easily knock out a player’s sense of time and space. 

 Far away in Hungary, memories of the Throwback Rules Game of 2018, the brutal brawl disguised as a football game that 

Budapest won 9-7 without scoring a single point on offence, flooded back to those York and Budapest players who had participated in 

that strange game. Although not with nearly as much violence as on that day, the defences of both the Excaliburs and the North Stars kept 

the offences in check through most of three quarters, before a very 1920's-like lateral from Sammy Watkins to Stephon Diggs turneda 

short pass into a 59-yard TD and a 13-6 Budapest lead.  The Stars would go on to win with more ease than the 16-13 final suggests, but 

would give up a touchdown to Tom Brady and Zach Ertz on 4th & goal from the 9 with 0:32 left. The score broke a 17-quarter streak 

without giving up a major for the ascending Budapest defence. The acquisition of Aaron Rodgers is looking more ironic every week.  

 Another chronically-ill franchise set a record for wins in a season, as The Cadillac ran over the Irish 20-3 at Kelly-Burke Field 

for their 7th victory of 2020. Baker Mayfield was off or the Erieau defence was on – take your pick, while Kyler Murray looked like a 

poor man’s Russell Wilson with 183 yards passing, 47 yards rushing and two touchdowns – one passing, one running. Even in victory, 

the Caddies still look like a four-win team. Two hours following the game, owner Jamie Rilett announced that he had fired head coach, 

Mike Smith. Now the question remains: Will anyone good want the job? 

 And finally, flipping back to the Pacific Conference, the Cubs raised the Assassins’ defence for 38 points and 501 yards and the 

defence added a fumble recovery for a touchdown as Iowa City blasted Las Vegas 45-21. Anthony Holguin’s defence collapsed 

completely for the fourth time in the season’s final five weeks. Will one of their Pro Bowl linebackers find himself on the trade market? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BBUUGG  TTHHEE  BBOOOOKKIIEE!!  
JIMMY THE GEEK GIVES YOU HIS PICKS 

FOR WILCARD WEEKEND EFL ACTION 
Your source for fantasy and on-line betting solutions 

 

RECORD VS THE SPREAD AFTER WEEK 16:   105-81-6 

 

Jimmy’s WILDCARD WEEKEND PICKS 
 

PACIFIC CONFERENCE WILD CARD 
 

CHINO @ BRUXELLES (line – BOMBERS by 8) 

INJURIES: Chino – Damiere Byrd (QUESTIONABLE), Donte Jackson (OUT), Melvin Ingram III (OUT), Takkarist McKinley 

(OUT); Bruxelles – Isaiah Wynn (PROBABLE).  
 

The Convicts can consider themselves lucky to be here. With control of their destiny in their hands going into the final week, they fell 

embarrassingly short to a Pilots team that lost its starting quarterback in the second half. No problem – veteran back-up Eli Manning 

came in and finished the job, which shows you just how easy it is to pass against the Chino secondary. Of greater concern than the 

defence – which has been known for a while to stink – was the play of one their prime assets, QB, Dak Prescott, who did his part to put 

the Pilots in position to win with two first half interceptions and a lacklustre second half where he simply did not make the plays he had 

to make, when he had to make them. Is there a better way to say “choke?” The Bombers, in sharp contrast, are coming off one of their 

gutsiest showings of the year, after coming from behind to beat Cobb County and knock them out of the no.1 overall seed. The game 

meant nothing to the Bombers in the standings, but they brought game to the field anyway. Jared Goff displayed the memory of an All-

Pro cornerback, tossing his three interceptions down the memory hole and bouncing back with three touchdown passes, including the  
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FROM THE EFL ARCHIVES – Week Sixteen of the 2014 

EFL Season witnessed the rise of the Aurora Mustangs to a 

perfect 16-0 record, becoming the second team to achieve 

such a feat since the Florida Dragons of 2010. That Florida 

team lost to the Pickering Spartans in the Can-Am 

Conference Final, depriving the best team of that early era 

the chance to finish off a perfect season. Ironically, the 

Mustangs notched win no.16 against the Blue Eagles, the 

direct descendants of that Florida team. Pundits were now 

watching to see if Aurora could do one better and go all the 

way to the Gayle Sayers Game.  

   

  

On the other end of the spectrum, the LA Knights 

officially became the worst team in EFL history, finishing a 

perfectly bad 0-16 after dropping a 28-7 finale to the Mohave 

Hellfire. Many analysts believed that the 1-15 Winnemucca 

Outlaws of 2008 were actually worse than Jeff Dorhn’s Knights 

of 2014, but no team had ever gone winless before. Therefore, 

by rule, LA 2014 was the worst team in the history of the league 

until they would be supplanted by Virden in 2015. 

2014 was a season of such extremes. One of the few 

true battles for the top of a division came in Carthage, where the 

Cannibals took advantage of 3 Jay Cutler interceptions and a 

156-yard, 3 TD day by offensive player-of-the-week Eddie Lacy 

to clinch the East Division with a 35-17 win over Twin Cities.  

In the closely-contested North Division, the Thunder 

Lizards clinched over the Spartans with a 31-3 battering of the 

North Stars. At 8-8, this was not a bad Markham team, but 

Durham made it look very bad indeed on this day. The 

scoreboard-watching Spartans did their part by beating York 23-

17, but their hearts weren’t really in the game. 

Cannibal corner Rashad Johnson won defensive 

player-of-the-week honours in recognition of his two 

interceptions in the division-clinching win over Twin Cities. 

   

PRESENTS 

game-winner, while tallying 307 yards through the air. The Bombers’ defence made Ryan Tannehill look like the original Ryan 

Tannehill, so much so that the Cobb’s replaced him without much fanfare early in the game. While the Bruxelles’ defence still 

surrendered over 400 yards of offence, they forced 4 turnovers and made stops on third down against the most efficient offence in the 

league. They should have answers for a middle-power offence like that of the Convicts. While Goff has received criticism for his 

inaccuracy, reflected in a low interception rate of 53.9% and a high interception rate of 2.3%, he has somehow led the Bombers to the 

third-highest amount of points scored and ranks second in passing yards per game. Having Travis Kelce helps, along with the threat of 

Leonard Fournette, but in the end Goff is not afraid to fling the pigskin. That should worry Chino fans. PICK: BRUXELLES 

 

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE WILD CARD 
 

COWTOWN @ BROOKLIN (line – HAWKS by 4) 

INJURIES: Cowtown – Jeremy Chinn (OUT), Da’Shawn Hand (OUT); Brooklin – Xavier McKinney (OUT), Alshon Jeffery (IR). 
 

It is difficult to gauge the current emotional state of either team coming into this elimination game, as both are coming off losses in 

which they rested a large number of starters. We learned that the Cowtown back-ups can push a decent team to the wall as long as 

Jimmy Garoppolo is leading them. We also learned that it can take as little as 20 minutes of time-of-possession for the Hawks to score 

30 points against a resilient, middle-of-the-road defence. One cannot read too much into one game by the B-Teams, but both points 

reflect overall season trends for both squads. Most observers do not appreciate what Garoppolo has brought to the Corn King offence 

this year because his numbers are not close to flashy. But he has, arguably, done the most with the least of any quarterback in the league. 

The Cowtown offensive line is rated near the bottom; both of their former star running backs are glaringly past their prime, resulting in 

the worst run attack by yards-per-rush in the league; while Mike Evans represents the only big play threat on the otherwise no-name 

receiving corps. Despite being sacked 43 times (only Sam Darnold has been sacked more) and fumbling 10 times, Jimmy G has kept the 

offence moving just enough to take advantage of a surprisingly effective defence, led by Defensive MVP candidate, TJ Watt. While not 

in the same league as Budapest or Durham, the Corn King defence occupies the top of the next tier, excelling in limiting points and 

passing yards and showing aggression in tackling, with 31 forced fumbles. As impressive as this is, the defence will have its work cut 

out for it against the 4th most efficient offence in the league. At 6.3 yards per play, Brooklin can stretch the field and score in a hurry. 

The most consistent and damaging passer-to-receiver combo in the league is Derek Carr to DeAndre Hopkins and, in case defences get 

too obsessed with stopping it, the unsung Carlos Hyde has proven he can wear down a defence as well as any of the top running backs in 

the league. Largely uncredited is the play of the offensive line, which has allowed the Hawks to get the most out of their offensive 

assets. The Hawks’ defence is another story. They are ranked next-to-last in defensive efficiency, yards surrendered, getting off the field 

on third down and are dead last in generating pass pressure. They make up for their shortcomings with interceptions, but no defence can 

count on those in the game plan. Do not expect a full-blown shootout here, but expect no shortage of points in a tooth-and-nail contest 

that will ultimately be determined by the play of the defences. PICK: COWTOWN 

 
 


